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Tokyo Police Club to 
ring in Caledon Day 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga staff present a report on the results of consultations regarding the Transportation Network Companies By-Law pilot proj- 
ect during a general committee meeting on May 16, 2019. (PWN Staff Photo) 


The free ride for transportation net- 
work companies may be over. 

Ride-sharing services were the hot 
topic Wednesday morning during- 
Mississauga Council’s general com- 
mittee meeting, as councillors 
discussed the results of a by-law con- 
sultation focused on such services and 
its impact on regulated taxicab oper- 
ators. 


three years without regulation, and 
recommended establishing a perma- 
nent regulatory framework. 

“We have to close the loop on creat- 
ing regulations for disruptions in the 
economy,” said mobile licensing 
manager Mike Foley. 

The rise of ridesharing services like 
Uber and Lyft led the city to establish 
a by-law in 2017 to regulate the indus- 


Councillors Carolyn Parrish and 
Dipika Damerla asked for a deferral at 
Wednesday’s meeting so that feed- 
back could be solicited from local cab 
operators. 

“We overregulated for 25 years, we 
played with our pilot project... now 
these taxi drivers have no pension 
plan and it is our fault,” said Parrish. 

“Surcharge the Uber drivers so we 
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local rockers, 
Robertson 


Ina presentation, city staff said that 
Transportation Network Companies 
(TNCs) have operated for more than 
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try, but local advocates say the meas- 
ures don’t go far enough to protect 
registered cab drivers. 
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S:t-a-res & 
SURVIVORS TELL A REAL STORY a? 


The inaugural Annie Parker Foundation event, featuring 8 local 
survivors of various cancers who redefine courage and human 


® potential through their “second act” in life. Hosted by television 
journalist, Beverly Thomson. 


Join us for a delicious, post-show reception in the grand Atrium. 
Dress up, take photos and mix and mingle with Annie Parker and 
the S.T.A.B.S. of the show! 


Sunday, June 2, 2019 
1 p.m.— pre-show mixer 
2 p.m.—S.T.A.B.S. storytelling event 
3: 30 p.m.—Post-show reception 


Tickets: $95* 


Living Arts Centre 
4141 Living Arts Dr., Mississauga 
Visit www.livingartscentre.ca or call 905-306-6000 for tickets. 


includes a signed copy of the book Annie Parker Decoded and a chance 
to win a one-of-a-kind jewelry piece by Carlos Herrera. 
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Online commentator charged with defamation in criminal suit 


by Alex Gregory 


A former Mississauga may- 
oral candidate who garnered 
more than 12,000 votes in last 
year’s municipal election has 
been charged with defama- 
tion.. 

Kevin Johnston, who runs an 
online website called Freedom 
Report, was charged with de- 


Kevin J. Johnston, as seen 


fined $2.5 million in; 
defamation charge. 
against Paramount Fine 
Foods owner Mohamad — 
Faikh. (PWN Staff Photo) 


faming Mohamad Faikh, the 
owner and operator of Para- 
mount Fine Foods, this past 
Tuesday. 

Johnston has also been or- 
dered to pay $2.5 million in 
damages to Faikh, after mak- 
ing multiple videos labeling 
the local businessman as a 


“terrorist” and stalking him in 
public spaces. 

“Motivated by ignorance and 
a reckless regard for accept- 
able norms, (Johnson’s) behav- 
iour reflects a contempt for 
Canada’s judicial process, an 
abuse of the very freedoms 
this country affords them and 


a loathsome example of hate 
speech at its worst,” Justice 
Jane Ferguson wrote in her de- 
cision Tuesday, after the case 
was tried in Superior Court. 

The lawsuit stems from a 
July 20, 2017 event, in which 
Johnston filmed videos outside 
a fundraising event for Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, which 
was held at a Paramount loca- 
tion near the Dixie/Eglinton 
area. Johnston would later 
post an additional set of videos 
with an image of Faikh delib- 
erately altered to show blood 
on his hands. 

Johnston also confronted 
Faikh and his children at a 
Mississauga shopping mall in 
Apr. 2018, and filmed them as 
they left the complex while 
they left the premises. 

In her decision, Justice Fer- 
guson said that Johnston delib- 
erately tried to obstruct the 
judicial process, leveling pubic 
statements criticizing both 
herself and the justice system. 

Additionally, Ferguson 
stated in her decision that 
Faikh demonstrated serious 
damage to his reputation and 
business as a result of John- 


ston’s actions and false state- 
ments, which may “never be 
able to be undone.” 

After the verdict was an- 
nounced, Faikh said that the 
resolution of the case showed 
that Canada can be a warm 
and welcoming place. 

“We need to speak up and 
speak out - we all need to 
speak up and speak out - 
against those who seek to di- 
vide and diminish us,” Faikh 
said in a statement. “I did this 
not for me, but for my kids to 
know that people who bully 
and spew hatred are wrong.” 

Calls to Johnston’s contact 
number were not returned. 

Tuesday’s court resolution is 
not the first time Johnston has 
run afoul of the law. 

In July 2017, Johnston was 
charged with one count of 
willful promotion of hatred 
after posting videos that criti- 
cized Muslims on social media 
sites over a five-month period. 
He also led a campaign against 
the construction of the Mead- 
owvale Islamic Centre in 2015, 
claiming that it would lead to 
a loss of freedom of speech 
and rise in vandalism and sex- 


ual assault. 

During last year’s municipal 
campaign, Johnston also made 
aspersions against candidates 
in the run-up to election day, 
as well as disrupted a mayoral 
debate held at the University 
of Toronto’s Mississauga cam- 
pus by protesting outside its 
space. 

In an interview with Peel 
Weekly News last year, John- 
ston said that he was repeat- 
edly vandalized as a result of 
his public statements, includ- 
ing having his tires slashed, his 
vehicle windshield smashed 
and his fuel lines cut. 

“People are going to con- 
tinue attacking me because I 
represent what frightens 
them. What that means is I 
represent logic and reason. I’m 
not interested in people’s feel- 
ings when their feelings lead 
them to do rotten things and 
lead them to hurting an entire 
society,” he said. 

In a statement Wednesday 
evening, online video platform 
Youtube announced that it had 
pulled Johnston’s channel from 
its platform as a result of the 
court decision. 


One man under arrest after Councillors debate ride-sharing by-law 
Brampton homicide 


An 81 _—year-old 
Brampton resident is 
under arrest in connec- 
tion with the region’s 
sixth homicide of the 
year. 

Lu Hong Liang, of 
Brampton, was arrested 
in connection with the 
death of 82 year-old 
Bao Lian Li, Peel Police 
reported earlier this 
week. 

Li was found Monday 
morning around 9 a.m. 
after police responded 
to a 911 call near the 
Bramalea City Centre 
area. She was discov- 
ered with signs of 


trauma, and was pro- 
nounced dead at the 
scene. 

Liang was charged 
with second-degree 
murder, and appeared 
in Brampton court 
Monday afternoon. 

The Homicide and 
Missing Persons Bu- 
reau are continuing to 
investigate the offence, 
and ask that residents 
who may have any addi- 
tional information re- 
lating to the 
investigation, to call 
Peel Police at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 3205. 
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The pilot project was 
originally planned to run 
through this past Janu- 
ary, but was later ex- 
tended because 
committee members dis- 
covered that ridesharin 
services were being use 
by far more residents 
than anticipated. 

There are still many 
unknown variables when 
it comes to ridesharing 
services, said Councillor 
Ron Starr, who sits on 
the pilot project commit- 
tee. 

He asked staff what the 
city is getting back from 
TNCs for use of its city 
space, and what other fi- 
nancial numbers are not 


being accounted for in 
terms of revenue. 

“A lot of numbers here 
have to be looked into,” 
said Starr. “Uber does 
not issue T4's... what is 
the Canadian Revenue 
Agency missing?” 

The by-law report lists 
more than 60 recom- 
mendations related to 
TNCs, and is slated to go 
before council next week 
for adoption. 

The report and recom- 
mendations follow a sim- 
ilar discussion in 
Brampton earlier this 
year, as taxi operators 
lobbied City Council to 
enact greater restrictions 
on TNCs. 

Peel Taxi Alliance 
spokesman Sami Khal- 


rallah, who was in atten- 
dance at Wednesday’s 
committee meeting, said 
that he was only able to 
review the draft report 
Friday evening, and 
asked for more time for 
the Alliance to draw up a 
response. 

“Do not rush (the mo- 
tion) through and shove 
it down our throat,” said 
Khalrallah, who has pre- 
viously spoken about the 
impact of ridesharing 
services on the value of 
regulated taxi licenses. 

Citing that Uber had 
“bulldozed” its way into 
the city back in 2012, 
Khalrallah said that reg- 
ulated cab companies 
have followed the city’s 
rules for many years and 
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said it would only be fair 
to give them a chance to 
respond. 

“This is the first time 
we are seeing the by-law. 
It s only fair we can put 
our recommendations 
too,” he said. 

Discussion also cen- 
tered around the juris- 
diction of taxi drivers, 
with councillors arguin 
for and against loosene 
restrictions for cab driv- 
ers to pick up fares in 
other cities like Toronto. 

Carlson also suggested 
that council research a 
multi-jurisdictional _ li- 
cense to support the in- 
dustry. 

“To compete, you have 
to get ahead of the 
game,” said Carlson. 
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If you care about Ontario... wake up! 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


When I write opinion 
pieces, I try to write from 
the perspective of the av- 
erage citizen. 

I’ve been a blue-collar 
worker pretty much my 
whole life, I’ve been vot- 
ing since I was 18, and 
when it came to the cast 
my ballot in the provin- 
cial or federal elections, I 
did not vote the same 
way every time. 

Now I’m 62 and in 
charge of this paper, and 


sorry to say - I have opin- 
ions. 

With the present 
provincial government 
eleven months into its 
four-year term, neither 
you or I can change the 
course of things, or what 
decisions they are mak- 
ing on what seems like a 
daily basis. 

Opposition to the way 
they are doing business is 
widespread over social 
media and some of the 
press, but is any of that 
going to change what 
they are doing? 


Peel Region went 


mostly blue this past 
election, and the elected 
MPPs all seem to be good 
people. However, the 
perception is _ they 
stopped working for us 
once they got elected. 
That’s just not the truth. 

Each MPP works for 
the entire citizens of their 
area, and what we are 
failing to do is speak di- 
rectly to them to let them 
know our feelings about 
the issues. 

Every MPP has an of- 
fice, email and phone 
number, as well as staff, 
to assist you with your re- 


quests. How many of you 
have tried to reach out? 

The truth is not very 
many of you. We all seem 
to sit back and watch 
events unfold, and when 
it does not suit us, we 
complain to anyone who 
will listen... except di- 
rectly to our MPPs. 

Don’t think for one mo- 
ment they don’t want to 
return in three years and 
continue to run _ the 
Province again. Only this 
time, we'll be ready for 
them, won’t we? 

Just like those bad Lib- 
erals that ran_ the 


Province for the previous 
13 years, and did such a 
great job that we all 
wanted them back for 
four more years. 

Come on, grow up. 

My common sense ap- 
proach is_- to _ let 
whomever is running 
today’s government do 
their job that we elected 
them to do. 

If we are not happy by 
the time they finish their 
term, the answer is so, so 
simple...have the major- 
ity of Ontarians vote 
them out in 2022! Case 
closed. 


Innovation centre part of new 
vision for downtown Brampton 


by Alex Gregory 


A central library and cen- 
tre for innovation could be 
part of the downtown 
Brampton skyline in the near 
future. 

Brampton Council ap- 
proved three interlinked 
projects Wednesday that 
have the potential to radi- 
cally reshape transportation 
and innovation in the down- 
town core, including a “Cen- 
tre for Innovation” that is 
planned as a gateway build- 
ing to the downtown area, an 
expanded transit terminal 
and an extension to the 
Hurontario LRT project, as 
part of the city’s Vision 2040 


project. 

"These all start to make 
the downtown come to life... 
you cannot think of one of 
them in isolation," the city’s 
chief administrative officer, 
Joe Pittari, said during the 
presentation to council. 

The projects will be a way 
to revamp the city’s down- 
town corridor, increase eco- 
nomic opportunities and 
reinforce the city’s position 
as a key point in the Innova- 
tion Corridor, Pittari ex- 
plained. 

The Centre for Innovation, 
which is tentatively planned 
to be built on Nelson Street, 


would include mixed-use 
space that would serve as a 
central nexus for research 
and development for the city, 
and would offer program- 
ming and digital creation op- 
portunities, along with the 
potential to host culture 
events, performances and 
more. 

The library space would 
also offer meeting rooms and 
space to engage residents 
and community partners. 

Six architectural firms 
have already been pre-quali- 
fied for the project’s design 
services, said Pittari. 

Council also approved 


whether the downtown tran- 
sit terminal at Main and The- 
atre Lane could be expanded, 
as it currently operates at 
full capacity. 

The city would look at how 
such a hub could best oper- 
ate, and how it could syn- 
chronize with the centre and 
adjoining area. 

Finally, the current envi- 
ronmental assessment study 
for the Hurontario LRT is 
planned to be revisited, with 
options such as a one-way 
loop at Main and George 
Street and underground tun- 
nelling options all on the 
drawing board. 

The proposed location of 
the CFI has the potential to 
host an LRT route within the 
Main Street right-of =-way, 
said Pittari. 

Councillors were positive 
about the proposed develop- 
ments, with Ward 1&5’s Paul 
Vicente expressing support 
for the project. 

"You can't have a vibrant 
city without a vibrant down- 
town," said Vicente, citing a 
rash of local businesses who 
have closed over the years 
and retail developments hol- 
lowing out the downtown 
core. 

"We're discovering that the 
city can become a hub for 
people and education. That's 
why so many of the projects 
we work on are done to facil- 
itate people to come in and 
make (the city) a world-class 


destination," Vicente ex- 
plained. 

Wards 3&4 councillor Jeff 
Bowman also lauded the 
plan, but cautioned that he 
wants to make sure that the 
project isn’t just talk. 

"I want to see this fit like a 
glove so residents know ex- 
actly what's going to hap- 
pen," said Bowman, noting 
that he doesn’t want to see 
residents tie their hopes to a 
project if it's just going to 
end up being scrapped or re- 
worked again. 

"I want to make sure it's 
done right... I've seen too 
many businesses shut down 
over the last year-and-a- 
half." 

The planned developments 
will help make the city more 
connected and tie in with al- 
ready-established with post- 
secondary institutions like 
Ryerson and Algoma Univer- 
sity, said Mayor Patrick 
Brown. 

“Today’s decisions and the 
related developments are all 
exciting and transforma- 
tional initiatives for Bramp- 
ton. They are strongly 
connected to this Council’s 
priorities and the Vision our 
residents have shared of a 
more connected City,” Brown 
said Tuesday evening. 

Staff will report back to the 
city with additional updates 
in the near future. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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by Catherine Soplet 


It has been scarcely four 
months since the Ontario 
government unexpectedly 
announced its review of 
eight regional governments 
across the province. 

Was this announcement 
capricious or contrived? 

In the early days following 
the Ontario government an- 
nouncement, Mississauga 
mainstay Hazel McCallion 
was apparently wooed to ad- 
vise the Premier. That old 
chestnut obsession of 
Streetsville-sown secession 
from Mississauga - okay, so 
now it's Peel - was up for 
roasting again. 

Ultimately, two other ex- 
perts were tapped mid-Janu- 
ary to conduct the regional 
governance review of Hal- 
ton, York, Durham, Water- 
loo, Niagara, Peel, Muskoka 
District, Oxford County, the 
County of Simcoe and their 
lower-tier municipalities. 

Under this umbrella, 74 
lower-tier municipalities are 
additionally included in the 
review, for a total of 82 mu- 
nicipalities. 

The two appointed advis- 
ers to the review seem to 
make sense. Ken Seiling was 
Chair for the Regional Mu- 
nicipality of Waterloo for 33 
years, from 1985- 
2018. Michael Fenn is a for- 
mer deputy minister and 
CAO of Hamilton-Wentworth 
region. 

Two months later, at the 
Mar. 20 meeting of Missis- 
sauga City Council, the 
proverbial ball was kicked 


I 
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down the field after a reso- 
lution, in principle, was 
adopted for Mississauga to 
request of the Ontario gov- 
ernment that it should se- 
cede and be independent 
from Peel Region. 

The rationales to do so 
were legacy, identity, pecu- 
niary and ill-informed. 

The position of Missis- 
sauga’s councillors, who also 
serve as regional councillors, 
did nothing to challenge the 
Terms of Reference of the 
governance review. Those 
terms narrowly construe a 
concern only for those Mis- 
sissauga expenses directly 
linked to property revenues. 

The Terms of Reference do 
not mention, or consider, the 
impact to municipalities of 
policing budgets whose rates 
are set by the province, and 
the school board budgets for 
education, whose level of vi- 
brancy is directly connected 
to building safe neighbour- 
hoods and vibrant schools 
which attract talent, for 
business. 

Nor did council consider to 
consult with constituents 
ahead of a presumption that 
residents would simply be in 
abject abeyance to elected 
representatives. 

The objections raised at 
the Mar. 20 meeting carried 
forward to Mar. 27, and then 
to an Apr. 4 town hall. The 
incumbent councillors 
seemed to be surprised. 

On Mar. 28 at Peel Re- 
gional Council, it was 
learned that the Peel CFO 


LUNT 


had exercised a prerogative 
to engage Deloitte LLP as 
consultants for $325,000 to 
ascertain costs to Region of 
Peel and its subsidiary mu- 
nicipalities regarding the se- 
cession of Mississauga from 
the region. 

As a result of accusations 
of lack of transparency, at 
the same meeting, Regional 
Council moved to engage 
consultants Ernst and Young 
for a $600,000 report to en- 
compass data and concerns 
from the four constituent 
municipalities. 

That means, should con- 
sultations stick to estimated 
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costs, that nearly $1 million 
of unbudgeted property tax 
revenue has been spent to 
produce reports which may 
have no effect at all to enact 
the advice for Peel Region 
residents via their locally 
elected representatives. 

After all is said and done, 
the Premier and the Cabinet 
will decide a course of ac- 
tion, which will optionally 
and unaccountably draw 
from its own appointed ex- 
pert advisers' report. 

What? 

This is how I observed the 
backstory to the governance 
review. 


Bill 108 is the backstory on Regional Review 


The introduction of Bill 
108 on May 2 - the Better 
Homes, Better Choice legis- 
lation - is a smokescreen to 
longstanding processes and 
the aims of municipally- 
adopted Official Plans. 

While politicians and resi- 
dent activists scrambled to 
respond on the record in the 
political spotlight, diligent 
bureaucrats were milling 
amendments to the Develop- 
ment Charges by-law against 
a statutory calendar compli- 
ance in 2019. 

The Terms of Reference 
updated in the final months 
of the Ontario Liberal gov- 
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ernment’s tenure prior to 
June 2018 evolved a second 
time with the election of the 
PC majority 
government. This made the 
planning task of planning 
bureaucrats more difficult. 

The updated regulations 
have had the effect of lessen- 
ing developer commitment 
to co-develop public and cul- 
tural amenities essential to 
city building, and set out in 
Official Plans. 

These lessened priorities 
are pretty much obliterated 
under Bill 108, the Better 
Homes, Better Choices Act. 

For example, soft develop- 
ment charges earmarked for 
public library infrastructure 
have been zeroed out. 

In a recent meeting, Mis- 
sissauga’s Finance _ staff 
could not explain how to ad- 
dress the strategic gap be- 
tween dedicated 
Development Charges for 
public library infrastructure 
which is identified in the 
Smart City initiative as a key 
lever for development. 

The Regional Governance 
Review is a cover up for 
union busting, and a land 
grab 'legitimized' on paper, 
which will lead to higher 
residential property taxes, 
and simultaneous lowered 
prospects to access vital 
services. 

Seniors, take note: the 
backstory on Regional Gov- 
ernance Review is a back 
stab. 
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“Indecent exposure” as Funding cuts set to 
cops search for suspect 


12 Division’s Crimi- 
nal Investigation Bu- 
reau are looking to the 
public for help in 
identifying a man who 
exposed himself in 
front of others last 
month. 

The incident took 
place on Apr. 16 in an 
apartment complex in 
the Lolita Gardens and 
Dundas Street West 
area around 5:30 p.m. 

Afemale resident 
was folding laundry in 
the building when the 
suspect entered the 
laundry room, _ re- 


moved his clothes and 
exposed himself, then 
performed an indecent 


act before the female 
left. 

The male suspect left 
the laundry room a 
short time later, and 
was captured on video 
surveillance. 

Police describe the 
suspect as male black, 
6 feet tall, medium 
build, blond hair, with 
a blond goatee. 

At the time of the in- 
cident, he was wear- 
ing dark clothing. 

Anyone with addi- 
tional information re- 
garding the case is 
asked to call 12 Divi- 
sion at (905) 453- 
PHAM, GE, IDV, 


hit Peel’s bottom line 


The region could be fac- 
ing a $45 million shortfall 
through 2021 as a result 
of provincial cuts, all 
three municipalities 
heard at a meeting last 
week. 

Peel Regional Council 
met to discuss the impact 
of the province’s cuts to 
the region, with home- 
lessness, public health 
and child-care programs 
primed to receive funding 
reductions. 

“These are incredibly 
challenging times,” re- 
gional business director 
Norm Lum told council- 
lors at last Thursday’s 
meeting, citing the cuts 
could increase taxes by 
$68 annually per resi- 
dent. 

Funding has been front 
and centre as_ the 
province mulls a regional 
governance review and a 
budget unveiled last 
month. 

In a presentation out- 
lined to the Region, the 
impact of funding cuts 
will reduce early years 
and child care funding by 
$6.1 million, among other 
decreases to programs 


Broker 
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like the Community 
Homelessness Prevention 
Initiative. Other areas 
will receive budget in- 
creases, specifically long- 
term care and affordable 
housing initiatives. 

Councillors and mayors 
from all three municipal- 
ities cautioned that there 
could be a further nega- 
tive impact if the region 
doesn’t address the short- 
fall via funding through 
regional taxes. 

In a statement, Bramp- 
ton Mayor Patrick Brown 
said that the province’s 
position has left the re- 
gion with an impossible 
choice. 

“Do we pass on a record 
tax increase to homeown- 
ers to make up for 
provincial cuts or do we 
cancel essential services 
like Peel Regional Police’s 
prisoner transport, child 
care or combating home- 
lessness,” Brown said. 

His thoughts were 
shared by Caledon Mayor 
Allan Thompson, who 
said the funding cuts 
have been “dumped on” 
vulnerable people. 


tbaird.com 


Suspect sought in connection 
with Hwy 410 hit-and-run 


A dangerous _hit-and- 
run incident on Highway 
410 has led to renewed 
calls for driver safety, as 
Peel Police search for the 


suspect. 
A 59-second video 
showing driver Chris 


Maxwell and a passenger 
being struck by a reckless 
driver in the high-occu- 
pancy lane of the highway 
was released earlier this 
week, leading an investi- 
gation to be opened to 
find the culprit. 

The video shows 
Maxwell’s car travelling 
northbound on the high- 
way near Derry Road 
around 5 p.m. on May 3 
when a black car drives 
up behind him and begins 
tailgating. 

After a few moments, 
the car swerves out from 
the high-occupancy lane, 
passes Maxwell’s car and 
swerves back into the 
HOV lane, before deliber- 
ately braking and hitting 
him. Maxwell’s vehicle 
subsequently spins out of 
control and comes to rest 
at the centre median. 

The incident was 
recorded by another pas- 
senger, who subsequently 


kw 


stopped to help Maxwell. 

“(I was) just trying to 
keep the car on the road, 
and hopefully keep my 
passenger safe,” Maxwell 
said in an interview with 
media outlets this week. 

“We hit the wall. We hit 
it twice. The damage to 
the car was front and rear 
passenger side.” 

Described as “upset- 
ting” by police represen- 
tatives, the suspect of the 
black car is being sought 
by police for questioning. 

While it’s too early to 
say what charges could be 
leveled against the driver, 
said Peel Police’s Sgt. 
Kerry Schmidt, they could 
be cited for failure to re- 
main and dangerous driv- 
ing. 

Highway safety has be- 
come a key public issue as 
of late, with the province 
introducing tough new 
rules to penalize reckless 
drivers. 

Drivers with any infor- 
mation regarding the May 
3 incident is asked to call 
the Ont. Provincial Police 
detachment in Port 
Credit, at (905) 278-6131. 


This winter is certainly 
turning into a doozy. 


Save yourself from another one 
by spending it in Florida! 
If you're looking to rent or 
purchase anywhere in 
the Sunshine State, 
I'm your connection. 


Give me a call at 647-298-0997, 
and let's discuss your options. 


Let it snow, you'll be basking 
in the sun anyways... 


Keller Williams 
Realty Solutions 


Brokerage Independently Owned and Operated 
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School board pens open letter to province 


The following is an open 
letter sent to Peel Weekly 
News by the Peel District 
School Board, and sent to 
Education Minister Lisa 
Thompson’s office: 


Dear Minister Thompson: 


Over the past few weeks, 
you have encouraged On- 
tario school boards and 
other education partners to 
share ideas and suggestions 
with the Ministry of Educa- 
tion by the end of May. 

As you requested, we 
would like to help you "get 
it right in the classroom to 
ensure student achieve- 
ment," which is why we are 
writing to you again to ex- 
press our ongoing concerns 
related to the province's 
new vision for education, 
while we await your re- 
sponse to our letter dated 
Mar. 26, 2019. 

As a Board of Trustees, ac- 
countable to the communi- 
ties we serve, we are 


responsible for providing 
students with learning envi- 
ronments that support the 
needs of every learner, and 
ensure student success and 
well-being. At this time, 
given funding cuts and in- 
creases to class sizes, we are 
challenged to do so. 

Although we are pleased 
that the government has 
provided attrition protec- 
tion funding to protect staff 
impacted by class size in- 
creases and e-learning, it is 
not yet clear if this funding 
will also protect jobs that 
were affected by cuts to sec- 
ondary programming and 
local priority funding that 
are unrelated to class size 
increases. 

These changes have al- 
ready resulted in staffing 
cuts at the Peel District 
School Board and we await 
details from the ministry on 
this. 

As you can appreciate, the 
impact of class size in- 
creases goes well beyond 


teacher retention. As a re- 
sult of these increases, sec- 
ondary students have less 
choice when _ selecting 
courses, and some are no 
longer able to take courses 
in day school that they need 
to gain access to post-sec- 
ondary programs. 

As school staff build 
timetables, their focus must 
be on offering courses that 
all of their students require 
in order to graduate with an 
Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma or Ontario Second- 
ary School Certificate. 

This means many schools 
are left with limited or no 
credit options beyond those 
that are required for gradu- 
ation. This has had a signifi- 
cant, negative impact on 
some subject areas. 

Our most affected courses 
are at the senior level, and 
in the arts, technological ed- 
ucation, and social sciences 
and humanities. 

However, we are also see- 
ing cancelled courses in 


business, computer studies, 
mathematics, and science, 
at a higher rate than we 
would have seen in previous 
years. For certain students, 
these types of courses are 
key to their ongoing engage- 
ment in school, as they are 
disciplines that inspire and 
motivate learners. 

The elimination or reduc- 
tion of these courses can de- 
crease student engagement, 
which is directly linked to 
student achievement, credit 
acquisition and, ultimately, 
the ability to graduate. 

The impact is being felt by 
secondary students across 
our board, but especially by 
our most vulnerable learn- 
ers. Students who struggle 
and need specialized help to 
succeed are most at risk 
when class sizes increase. 

For example, students, 
who require locally devel- 
oped courses with smaller 
class sizes to meet their 
learning needs, are being 
enrolled in applied level 


courses where they may not 
be able to achieve success. 

While e-learning is pro- 
posed as a strategy to miti- 
gate reduced course 
selection, many of these stu- 
dents do not have the pre- 
requisite skills to be 
successful in an e-learning 
environment. 

At this time, students and 
families are being asked to 
wait a year to take some 
courses, and others are ex- 
ploring online learning, 
Night School and Summer 
School, and some are look- 
ing into private school op- 
tions. 

This is not education that 
works for us. Put simply, in- 
creasing class sizes places 
more value on lowering the 
provincial debt than in in- 
vesting in the future of On- 
tario's children and youth. 
That is a substantial price to 
pay. 

As we wait to learn our 
board funding details, we 
urge you to revisit class size 


increases. We will continue 
to advocate on behalf of the 
communities we serve, and 
ask that you believe the On- 
tario Student Trustees’ As- 
sociation when they say that 
there are gaps between the 
vision created by this gov- 
ernment and the reality ex- 
perienced by students in 
classrooms. 

As representatives of two 
million students in Ontario, 
please consult them and 
other education partners, 
including school boards, so 
that, together, we can help 
shape this province's educa- 
tion priorities. 

We trust the feedback pro- 
vided to you on Mar. 26 and 
the concerns shared here 
will be reviewed and taken 
into consideration as the 
ministry implements its vi- 
sion. We look forward to 
meeting with you to discuss 
our concerns. 


Stan Cameron, Chair 
Peel District School Board 


Getting Clarity on Education Budget Questions 


by Natalia Kusendova, MPP 


I wanted to take some 
time to clarify the myths 
and misconceptions that 
have been circulated widely 
throughout Mississauga re- 
garding our education sys- 
tem and its funding. 

It is disappointing to see 
several misinformation 
campaigns on social media, 
postal mail outs and via 
telephone banks that are not 
based on facts nor on 
budget numbers. 


I know that our hardwork- 
ing Ontario parents care 
deeply about their children 
and their future and have 
enough on their plate as it 
is. That is why I would like 
to be perfectly clear on what 
our government is doing 
and what changes our Min- 
ister of Education Hon. Lisa 
Thompson is bringing for- 
ward. 

Last June, the people of 
Ontario spoke loud and 
clear when they elected our 
government with a defini- 
tive mandate to bring On- 
tario’s fiscal house back on 
track, while protecting what 
matters the most - Ontario’s 
health care and education. 

I have heard from parents 
in Mississauga Centre about 
the need to modernize our 


curriculum and our class- 
rooms to ensure that On- 
tario’s graduates have the 
essential life and academic 
skills they need to succeed 
as adults. That is why our 
government is taking deci- 
sive action! 

Below, I will outline 5 con- 
crete things our government 
is doing to ensure student 
success. 

1) Our government is in- 
vesting $29.8 billion in edu- 
cation this year, compared 
to $27.3 billion in 2017/18 
under the previous Liberal 
government. This is an in- 
crease of over 9%. It in- 
cludes over $90 million 
more for special education 
(for a total of over $3 bil- 
lion), and $92 million more 
for student transportation. 

2) We are giving our cur- 
ricula a much-needed up- 
grade. In order to encourage 
students to pursue and suc- 
ceed in careers in high-de- 
mand _ fields, we _ are 
implementing _ traditional 
methods of learning to 
strengthen and ensure early 
exposure in areas like Sci- 
ence, Technology, Engineer- 
ing and Math. Unfortunately 
the province of Ontario is 
ranking among the lowest in 
Canada in terms of student 


performance in math and 
literacy, and we are imple- 
menting a new curriculum 
that will change that. 

3) In spite of what unions 
would have you believe, I 
would like to clarify once 
and for all: the Ontario gov- 
ernment is not firing teach- 
ers and class size alterations 
will not impact student 
learning negatively. 

Grades 4-8 students may 
see an increase of one extra 
student per class over the 
next four years. Our mature 
high school students will see 
their class size increase to 
28 which is standard for 
other jurisdictions across 
Canada. 

By doing this, we are 
preparing students for the 
realities of post secondary 
education and encouraging 
more independence in our 
learners. 

4) I want to reinforce that 
any suggestion that teachers 
are losing their jobs as a re- 
sult of our changes is ab- 
solutely false. Our 
government is giving school 
boards a 1.6 billion dollar 
teachers’ attrition protec- 
tion fund to ensure not a 
single teacher loses their job 
voluntarily due to our 
changes. 


In fact, we are hiring more 
elementary and French lan- 
guage teachers. Layoff no- 


tices are a normal 
occurrence during the 
school boards’ annual 


budget planning process, in 
line with deadlines estab- 
lished in collective agree- 
ments. 

Staff are then recalled 
over the summer as funding 
and enrollment projections 
become available. In fact, 
my office has received many 
phone calls from teachers 
reporting that their redun- 
dancy notices have been re- 
called and that their jobs are 
guaranteed come Sep. 2019. 
Suggestions otherwise have 
caused grief and anxiety to 
both students and parents. 

5) Our government re- 
cently announced Grants for 
Students’ Needs (GSN) 
funding for all Ontario 
schools. GSN is the main 
funding that school boards 
receive annually. The GSN 
for the 2019-20 school year 
in Ontario is projected to be 
$24.66 billion, an increase 
of $47 million over the 
2018-19 school year. The av- 
erage per pupil funding 
across the province will be 
$12,246. 

Our goal is to ensure our 


children are given the tools 
for success. In a competing 
global and job market econ- 
omy, it is fundamental we 
ensure they learn useful and 
appropriate life and employ- 
ment skills. 

Financial literacy skills 
such as budgeting, planning 
for a mortgage, understand- 
ing savings and _ invest- 
ments, managing their 
credit and understanding 
mental health are crucial to 
succeeding in today’s world. 
Our government is commit- 
ted to working hard on re- 
flecting these priorities in 
our new curriculum. 

Our objective is to produce 
well-rounded global leaders, 
and we need to work to- 
gether with teachers and 
school boards in order to ac- 
complish these goals. Newly 
graduated students have to 
be ready and able to pay 
their bills, attend and suc- 
ceed in post secondary or 
skilled trades’ apprentice- 
ships, obtain employment 
and raise their families’ 
right here in Mississauga. 

While it is a fact that we 
are increasing our education 
spending this year by $700 
million, we are working 
hard on improving how 
those dollars are spent. 


In this government, you 
have one which respects 
every single taxpayer dollar 
and expects accountability 
and a good return on invest- 
ment from all of our part- 
ners and governmental 
agencies, including all On- 
tario school boards. 

Cutting programs or firing 
teachers is not the intent, 
spirit or goal of our pro- 
posed changes. 

I think we can all agree 
that we do not want to leave 
our future generations with 
a legacy and burden of debt 
and that is why reforming 
our spending habits and 
bringing our budget to bal- 
ance by 2023-2024 is one of 
our government’s most im- 
portant priorities. 

After all... we have wit- 
nessed first hand that budg- 
ets do not _ balance 
themselves. It takes strong 
leadership and thoughtful 
policy propositions to re- 
duce our deficit and return 
our books to balance. Our 
mission is to ensure every 
dollar goes towards improv- 
ing student achievement. 

When our students suc- 
ceed, we all succeed, and 
that is why we are protect- 
ing what matters most. 


MIRANET responds to regional governance review 
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by Sue Shanly and Charlene Haupt 


The following is an adapted 
letter that was submitted to 
Peel Weekly News by Missis- 
sauga Residents’ Association 
members Sue Shanly and 
Charlene Haupt at last week’s 
consultations on the regional 
governance review at Peel Re- 
gional Council. 


Is half a day enough time 
for you to listen to the ques- 
tions and concerns of a region 
of over 1 million people made 
up of three different munici- 
palities? 

You are here today - fora 
few hours during the day - to 
decide the fate of an almost 
five decade old union that has 
more than tripled in popula- 
tion, created numerous jobs 
and unprecedented prosperity 
for all, and is now jointly re- 
sponsible for billions of dol- 
lars of infrastructure which 
will be around for many 
decades to come. 

It takes a lifetime of mar- 
riage to form a strong union. 
A union of two individuals 


produces shared offspring. It 
also creates joint liabilities - 
a house, a car. In terms of the 
region, this translates to re- 
gional services and regional 
infrastructure. 

A divorce almost always 
creates unhappiness and un- 
intended consequences - con- 
stant legal wrangling and 
costs, neglected offspring and 
broken individuals. 

The same could happen to 
the region should it allow 
Mississauga to leave. 

We are not saying that this 
union is perfect — there is cer- 
tainly room for improvement. 
However, you cannot change 
something unless you know 
what is working and what is 
not. 

Change for the sake of 
change may end up breaking 
something that did not need 
fixing in the first place. 

Given the complexity of this 
issue, MIRANET feels we do 
not have enough time or in- 
formation to make a thought- 
ful, educated decision. 


What is the urgency? We 
have been presented with two 
reports thus far: the Deloitte 
Report commissioned by the 
Region of Peel; and the Cor- 
porate Report from the City of 
Mississauga. Mayor Crombie 
has criticized the Deloitte Re- 
port for “having an agenda.” 

As citizens of a democracy, 
we are entitled to an unbiased 
report conducted by a third 
party. 

More time for review of the 
three options is needed: amal- 
gamation, secession, and sta- 
tus quo. Or as we refer to 
them: marriage, divorce and 
counselling. 

Why is the province rushing 
the marriage when it will be 
such a complicated decision? 
How will this process be any 
different given the complexity 
of Toronto’s amalgamation, 
whose negative impacts are 
still being felt today and 
which did not create the effi- 
ciencies that were expected? 

The report from the Insti- 
tute on Municipal Finance 


Teenager Arrested in Latest 
Caledon Speeding Incident 


The latest in a string 
of speeding incidents 
in Caledon ended with 
a 17 year-old driver 
being arrested and 


charged -- after he 
crashed an expensive 
sports car. 


The driver, who was 
behind the wheel of a 
$200,000 McLaren 
sports car owned by a 
friend, was arrested 
by Caledon OPP after 
crashing it, ironically 
enough, near the in- 
tersection of Forks of 
the Credit and 
McLaren Road. 

The teenager, who 
cannot be identified 
under the Youth Jus- 
tice Act, was a li- 


censed driver, and was 
charged with operat- 
ing an unsafe vehicle 
and driving recklessly. 

Police said the inci- 
dent happened around 
1a.m. on Friday in the 
eastbound lane near 
the intersection. 

A group of friends in 
a secondary vehicle 
were tailing the driver 
when he crashed, said 
police, but the 17 year- 
old was driving alone. 

In a social media 
post on Friday, Cale- 
don OPP urged resi- 
dents to “think twice 
before lending your 
car”. 


Student 


"No ifs - no buts - NO ED- 
UCATION CUTS," chanted 
nearly more than 150 Bramp- 
ton students Wednesday af- 
ternoon. 

The students were joined 
by education stakeholders 
and community members 
during an uncomfortably cool 
and wet day at Brampton 
City Hall to protest planned 
education cuts by _ the 
province.. 

Students from both the Peel 
public and  Dufferin-Peel 
Catholic school boards organ- 
ized the event, with partici- 
pants from Turner Fenton, 
Cardinal Leger, David Suzuki, 
St. Roch, Fletcher's Meadow, 
St. Thomas Aquinas, Heart- 
lake, Notre Dame & Harold 
Brathwaite Secondary 
Schools represented. 

Momentum for student 
outcry against the cuts has 
been building since Feb. 20. 
The full spectrum of funding 
cuts for post-secondary edu- 
cation, training, public edu- 
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and Governance (IMFG) in 
2013 concluded that the two- 
tier option was preferable in 
terms of costs and ability to 
govern effectively. 

The report from the Fraser 
Institute, a conservative 
think-tank, published in 2015, 
concluded that Ontario amal- 
gamations in the 1990’s did 
not yield any benefits. Not 
only do we face increased op- 
erating costs and therefore 
taxes, but we also face the po- 
tential reduction in the num- 
ber of councillors, making it 
harder for our voices to be 
heard. 

At this point, we are con- 
cerned that we are headed for 
a shotgun wedding. And as 
the old adage goes: marry in 
haste, repent at leisure. 

Our second option is di- 
vorce, which has been en- 
dorsed by Mississauga as 
outlined in their Corporate 
Report, which is partly based 
on information that is 16 
years out of date. 

It is impossible to draw any 
conclusions supporting di- 
vorce based on the informa- 
tion currently available. 

What mechanism would be 
put in place to separate capi- 
tal investments or ongoing li- 
abilities such as _ waste 
dumps? Who will be account- 
able? How will service trans- 
fers be decided and managed? 
What are the contingency 
plans? How long will the di- 
vorce take? Will there be suf- 
ficient time for the divorce to 
proceed in an orderly man- 
ner? Is there a dispute resolu- 


cation and for supports to 
pay tuition, or to accommo- 
date special learning has stu- 
dents, educators and families 
afraid for their future. 

"The Ford government 
needs to listen to the voices of 
students and see them for 
what they are - the future of 


CF 


tion mechanism in place? Or 
will we be contending with 
utter chaos and mounting 
legal bills for years to come? 

We have nothing but ques- 
tions in search of answers. 

The final option is main- 
taining the status quo. Ac- 
cording to the City’s own 
Citizens’ Satisfaction Surveys 
(the most recent being 2017), 
89% of residents rated the 
overall quality of life as excel- 
lent or good, and 71% were 
satisfied with the City’s mu- 
nicipal government. The 
greater issue seems to be lack 
of dedicated funding from the 
Provincial Government. 

To date, we have not seen or 
been given access to any stud- 
ies which identify inefficien- 
cies within the current 
two-tier system of govern- 
ment. If we knew exactly 
what the problems were, we 
could then formulate appro- 
priate solutions. Isn’t the sim- 
plest option usually the best? 

In other words: it ain’t 
broke, it just needs some 
minor adjustments. 

Throughout this entire, 
very short and very chaotic 
process, three things stand 
out: 

a. The one-sided focus on 
taxes and costs. There has 
been no mention of invest- 
ments, investments in people. 

In our democratic society, 
we have all agreed to pay 
taxes in order that these 
monies may be redistributed 
for our mutual benefit. Every 
tax dollar is an investment in 
ourselves, in our neighbours 


this province," said Brampton 
North MPP Kevin Yarde. 
During the protest, stu- 
dents spoke about personal 
journeys of harm and recov- 
ery, whether it was from an 
accident or disability which 
they suffered which put a 
speedbump in their learning, 


> 


and in our future. 

Every line item within the 
regional and municipal budg- 
ets is an investment in the 
residents of Peel and Missis- 
sauga and in our shared val- 
ues. We should not just be 
looking at absolute costs but 
at returns on investment, 
something that leading econ- 
omists the world over are ad- 
vocating. 

b. This process lacks trans- 
parency, and therefore, legit- 
imacy. We currently have no 
unbiased information at our 
disposal, nor do we have any 
real input into the final deci- 
sion. We have not been given 
the yardsticks by which the 
special advisors will be meas- 
uring regional governance, 
decision-making and service 
delivery - they were not pro- 
vided in the emailed brief nor 
were they provided in the on- 
line Terms of Reference. 

A robust democracy re- 
quires access to credible and 
reliable information, an elec- 
torate willing to spend the 
time to educate themselves on 
the issues and a government 
prepared to listen, learn and 
acquiesce to the will of the 
people. 

c. The residents of Peel 
should ultimately be the ones 
to decide the fate of their re- 
gion. By this we mean the 
electorate; this is not a deci- 
sion that should be left to ei- 
ther the province or our 
Municipal Councillors where 
neither has been given a man- 
date to do so. 


Leaders Say “No” To Cuts 


or illness of a parent that in- 
terfered with job security. 
Students were saddened 
and angry to learn their sup- 
port teachers would be 
amongst the first to lose their 
contracts when school boards 
made their lists public last 
month. (PWN Staff Photo) 
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Pelton nabs top spot at Second Cup as Macdonald retires 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga-based Sec- 
ond Cup will see top dog 
Garry Macdonald retire at 
the end of the month, ina 
management shakeup. 

Macdonald will be re- 
placed by Steve Pelton, it 
was announced late last 
week. The management 
shakeup came just ahead 
of the first-quarter earn- 
ings report, which saw it 
report a net income of 
$750,000, or four cents 
per share, compared with 
a $138,000 loss a year. 

Macdonald, the former 
president of Maccess 
Management for 15 years, 
took over the role of CEO 
at the coffee chain in May 
2017 from Alix Box. 

Pelton, who has been 
appointed to replace Mac- 
donald, previously co- 
founded the Landing 
Restaurants chain, which 
were sold in 2014 to 


Recipe Unlimited. 

Second Cup also an- 
nounced that it lost 
$295,000, or one cent per 
share, on an adjusted 
basis for the most recent 
quarter. Additionally, rev- 
enue increase to $6.2 mil- 
lion, up from $5.6 million 
last year. 

"I joined Second Cup 
with the mandate and vi- 
sion to strengthen its 
foundations and set the 
brand on a path for 
growth," Macdonald said 
in a statement last week. 
"Iam proud of what we 
have achieved.” 

Founded in 1975, Second 
Cup operates 290 fran- 
chised and company- 
owned cafes in Canada. 

Only about 14 are owned 
directly by the company, 
which is headquartered 
on Airport Road in north- 
ern Mississauga. 


“Se 
Photo Courtesy of Second Cup Ltd. 
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Brampton hospital chain —e axel Nursing Week 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


More than = 2,300 
nurses were honored re- 
cently during National 
Nursing Week celebra- 
tions hosted by Bramp- 
ton’s William Osler 
Health Centre. 

The hospital chain, 
which operates Bramp- 
ton Civic and Peel Me- 
morial branches, hosted 
a number of events and 
activities throughout the 
week to recognize nurses, 
via educational work- 
shops, skill development 
sessions and more. 

Additionally, two 
nurses at Osler, Bency 
Shajan and Massey Ne- 
matollahi, were recog- 


nized for their service 
through inclusion in 
Hospital News’ 1oth An- 
nual Nursing Hero 
Awards, which acknowl- 
edge nurses who have 
gone above and beyond 
their normal duties, as 
judged by more than 160 
nurses from across the 
country 

During the week-long 
event, Osler president 
and CEO Brendan Carr 
said that nurses play an 
important role in ensur- 
ing the health and well- 
being of the community. 

“(Nurses) support us in 
ensuring every patient 
and their family has an 


exceptional experience 
when they come through 
the doors of our hospi- 
tals, so it is an absolute 
pleasure to recognize 
their service and honour 
their achievements this 
week,” said Carr. 

The health care 
provider, which also re- 
cently completed an ex- 
pansion of a wing at 
Etobicoke General Hos- 
pital, has also been in the 
news over the last several 
months for bed shortages 
and increased equipment 
needs, with politicians 
speaking out over the 
lack of funding being di- 
verted to the chain. 


Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-8818 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 
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Transit provider launches annual Customer 


Charter 


Reduced fare prices for seniors and in- 
creased service hours are on-deck as part 
of Brampton Transit’s annual Customer 
Charter, which was unveiled last week. 

The charter lists several priorities and 
projects associated with the transit 
provider, including a reaffirmation of cus- 
tomer service as its top priority, as well as 
an annual “checklist” of commitments to 
enhance service quality for riders. 

“The charter strengthens Brampton 
Transit’s commitment to transparency and 
accountability by doing just that,” said 
Brampton Transit general manager Alex 
Milojevic earlier this week. “We want to 
ensure transit users are informed and ex- 
cited to continue using our serv 

The charter is just one of several initia- 
tives Brampton transit riders will see, in- 
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cluding already-announced plans to run an 
LRT route through the downtown corridor 
and other assorted service improvements. 

Among the highlights showcased in the 
charter are an added 81,000 servkce hours 
to bus schedules, 18 new buses being added 
to the bus fleet, 40 new accessible bus 
stops and the introduction of a $15 monthly 
pass for seniors. 

“Not only is Brampton Transit one of the 
fastest-growing transit systems in Canada, 
it’s vital in getting residents where they 
need to go, from work, to school and be- 
yond,” said Mayor Patrick Brown. “While 
we’re committed to maintaining efficient 
service, we’re also committed to making it 
even better. The Charter is a great resource 
for residents to see just how we’re improv- 
ing transit in our city.” 

mss \\ pee 


Anniversary, special occasion and birthday scrolls 
Birth / Marriage / Death Certificates 
Ontario Disability Support Program 
Ministry of Transportation 
Information on various government programs 
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Brampton business gets federal boost 
for female entrepreneurs 


rF 
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A female-led Brampton business received a $100,000 funding boost earlier this week, as part of a 
federal entrepreneurship initiative. Brampton-North MP Ruby Sahota was on hand earlier this week to 

announce the investment, part of a $2 billion investment to double female-led businesses in the coun- 
try by 2025. 


The Brampton business produces precision components for diversified industrial sectors, with a 
focus on automated forming, 3D printing, welded and electrical assemblies. The federal project fund- 
ing will help the company scale up their operations and hire an additional 25 employees. 


“The women entrepreneurs and business leaders of Brampton make incredible contributions to 
our economy and community every day,” said MP Sahota during the event. 


(Submitted Photo) 
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Trillium Grug Plan 

Ontario Works 

Family Responsibility Office 
Hydro One Inquiries 
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Brampton Businesses Score at Annual Awards 


It was a sold-out affair last Thursday evening, as members of the business community, guests and dignitaries packed into the Pear- 
son Convention Centre to honor the best local entrepreneurs and companies during the 2019 Brampton Board of Trade’s annual Busi- 
ness Excellence Awards. 


Many local businesses picked up awards in a variety of sectors, including Dynacare (Life Sciences Award), Italpasta (Food Services), 
Vrind Entertainment (Arts and Culture), AFA Systems (Advanced Manufacturing), DP Casting (Innovation), Detailing Knights (Commu- 
nity Impact - For-Profit), T Weapons (Business Services) and BDI (Logistics), among many others. 


Several other special awards were distributed throughout the night, including the inaugural The Naseem Somani Memorial Leader- 


ship Excellence Award, as well as recognition for PDC Lawyers’ Richard Prouse, who took home the 2019 Business Person of the Year 
award during a standing ovation from the crowd. 


Guests also enjoyed an evening of networking, dinner and live auctions, including an astounding block of Toronto Maple Leafs tickets 
donated by CN Rail. 
(Submitted Photos/Photos Courtesy of Redwood Studios) 
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India’s Election Requires A Politician of Their Word 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


There are not many days 
left for the Lok Sabha elec- 
tions being held in Punjab. 
The votes will be held on 
May 19 and the fate of the 
candidates will be pro- 
nounced on May 23. 

Generally, in the coming 
elections, the political par- 
ties and candidates have 
come to the public from vil- 
lages, towns and cities. They 
have organized rallies, meet- 
ings. Making lots of prom- 
ises. 

There's no room for wild 
promises that will later re- 
main unkept in any election. 

Every time a new govern- 
ment is formed, the perti- 
nent question is “will the 
ruling party keep its 
words?” 

The public is not looking 
for a party or leader that 
plays fast and loose with its 
words and continues to play 
politics, but for a friendly 
and honest party and leader 
who delivers the goods and 
comes up to expectations. 

The public wants someone 
who is a man of his word, 
and not merely a man of 
words. 

People of India have been 
listening to their leaders' 
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speeches. But it seems that 
people have changed their 
minds. Social media has 
made people psychologically 
alert. 

Even the common people 
have the courage to question 
big leaders. In the loud and 
rigid election campaign in 
Punjab, where the leaders 
and promises of the political 
parties are being amalga- 
mated as never before, many 
villages and cities are now 
reporting news that people 
are now actively paying at- 
tention to. Before listening 
to the next promises, they 
have begun to calculate the 
last of the words. 

Last week, Congress had 
organized a joint rally of 18 
constituencies in Kartarpur, 
of Jalandhar district. 

Chief Minister Capt. 
Amarinder Singh was there 
to address this rally. A per- 
son arriving at the rally 
asked the Chief Minister a 
direct question that is a com- 
mon discussion among the 
people: “You have joined the 
Akalis. Please tell us about 
this.” 

As soon as they heard this 
question, the Congressmen 
reacted as if they had spot- 


ted a snake. 

Likewise, senior Akali 
leader and Union Minister 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, who 
is currently a Lok Sabha can- 
didate from Bathinda con- 
stituency, went to meet 
people who went for a walk 
in the Rose Garden of 
Bathinda on Sunday morn- 
ing. 

One of the attendees called 
the Fateh and started ques- 
tioning directly: “Why did 
not your government punish 
the perpetrators of incidents 
of foul play and related 
shootings?” 

Bibi Badal felt good to slip 
away from the confusion 
rather than reply. 

Similarly, candidates from 
many villages in Bathinda 
and Faridkot regions had to 
face opposition from black 
flag protests. 

When the Congress candi- 
date in the Chattha village of 
Sangrur_ district, Karan 
Singh, and some other Con- 
gress leaders started deliver- 
ing the discourses, the 
people exclaimed first of all 
about the promises made 
during the previous assem- 
bly. 

When the Congress candi- 
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date from Bathinda con- 
stituency, Raja Varing, began 
to make tall claims about his 
government in a village 
gathering, he had to face 
public grievances. 

Some people complained 
to the good Raja about illegal 
possession of their land, and 
he kept repeating the record 
of the revenue department. 
Then, when the Raja's sup- 
porters accused him of being 
a supporter of the Akalis, 
then it was said that the cap- 
ture of the lands had oc- 
curred only under the Akalis. 

Likewise, different groups 
of Bharti farmer Unions 
have written their charter of 
demands and laid them on 
the path of entry into the vil- 
lage. 

These charters on big 
boards have asked questions 
about the farmers' demands 
from the political parties. 
And also pointed out that 
even after 70 years the farm- 
ers are forced to commit sui- 
cide today. 

The leaders of the farmers' 
organizations question the 
leaders of political parties, 
who went to the villages to 
explain why the government 
of any party has not yet im- 


plemented recommenda- 
tions of the Swaminathan 
Commission to get the bene- 
ficial price of farmers' crops. 

In the last Lok Sabha elec- 
tions, all the political parties 
had promised to implement 
the Swaminathan Commis- 
sion's recommendations to 
get remunerative prices for 
the farmers. But surpris- 
ingly, this is not being men- 
tioned in the manifestoes of 
all major parties. 

Farmers are writing in 
many villages that even be- 
fore entering the village, the 
politicians should answer 
their questions. 

Similarly, in Patiala con- 
stituency, Amarinder Singh's 
wife, Maharani Pernit Kaur, 
is contesting. They are also 
being surrounded by prom- 
ises made by gutka Sahib in 
many villages, not the waiv- 
ing of farmer debt and end- 
ing mischief. 

We can say that this time, 
a new trend of introducing 
political parties is emerging. 
For political parties, people 
are no longer a seal gauge 
when they are appointed for 
the election. In villages and 
cities, people are demanding 
promises be kept. 


jab, are awake during the 


want someone who is a 


words. 


This shows that the people 
of Punjab are also awake, 
and that they have realized 
that the leaders of political 
parties only commit many 
false promises to get votes. 

Generally, it is seen that in 
election days, maximum 
parties and promises be- 
tween emerging political 
parties seem to be a hugely 
popular one. 

All the leaders know that 
the maximum number of 
people who can be spoken in 
this horoscope can be spo- 
ken, so what's the big deal to 
ask someone again? 

Because of this, the leaders 
of the political parties con- 
tinue to lie and claim big 
promises. 

The people of India, and 
especially the people of Pun- 


communication and new era 
of education. They are 
closely watching their polit- 
ical leaders. They are looking 
their leaders in the eye. 

The public is showing they 


politician of their word, and 
not merely a politician of 


Proudly Supporting Our Police in Dufferin-Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


This week, our govern- 
ment is proud to celebrate 
Police Week to recognize the 
brave men and women who 
keep our communities safe. 

Police Week is a national 
event organized in Ontario 
by the province in collabora- 
tion with the Ontario Asso- 
ciation of Chiefs of Police 
that focuses on raising 


awareness and recognition 
of the great work our police 


services do across. the 
province keeping our com- 
munities safe. 

Our government has been 
clear in its commitment to 
respect police officers and to 
provide them with the tools, 
resources and supports they 
need to do their job. 

The theme of Police Week 
2019, “Proudly Supporting 
Our Police,” shines a light on 
the diversity of work that 


exists among Ontario’s po- 
lice services, including 
forensics, canine services, 
search and rescue, marine, 
aviation, gang intelligence, 
anti-human trafficking, as 
well as the work civilian 
members do to support their 
uniformed colleagues. 

In Dufferin-Caledon, we 
are proudly recognizing the 
OPP detachments in Caledon 
and Dufferin, the Or- 


angeville Police and the 
Shelburne Police for the 
work they do each and every 
day to keep our families 
safe. 

Our government doesn’t 
just support police with 
words, but also with actions. 

From fixing the province’s 
broken police legislation, to 
ensuring officers are not 
subject to an automatic in- 
vestigation when they un- 


successfully attempt to save 
a life with Naloxone, we 
stand with our police offi- 
cers. 

In just a short number of 
months, our government 
has taken real, immediate 
action to combat guns and 
gangs by launching a strat- 
egy aimed at fighting gun vi- 


olence and _ dismantling 
gangs throughout the 
province. 


Our government also an- 
nounced last fall, a $182- 
million investment to 
replace several aging OPP 
facilities with new detach- 
ments across the province. 

We also launched the first 
modernization of the 
province’s crumbling Public 
Safety Radio Network, 
which more than 38,000 
provincial frontline and first 
responders, including OPP 
officers, rely on to commu- 
nicate in emergencies. 

Providing our police with 
robust legislative supports is 
also a key element of our 
plan to rebuild our province. 

That is why, this past 


March, our government 
passed the Comprehensive 
Ontario Police Services Act, 
a full legislative package 
that will create a foundation 
for a strengthened relation- 
ship between police officers 
and the communities they 
serve. 

Every day, our police do 
incredible work to keep our 
communities safe. Often this 
work is silent, preventative 
and unseen. 

Sometimes it requires po- 
lice to put themselves in 
harm’s way and occasionally 
it requires police to make 
difficult life or death deci- 
sions in the blink of an eye. 

During Police Week 2019, 
we are showing our thanks 
to police services, who can 
always be counted on to pro- 
tect us. 

If you have any questions 
about Police Week 2019, 
please contact me at 1-800- 
265-1603 or by email at 
Sylvia.jonesco@pc.ola.org. 
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Sports Champions Honored 


by David Robinson 


To get to the Hall of 
Fame in any sport, you 
have to be very talented, 
have tremendous work 
ethic and be willing to 
work tirelessly at your 
craft for many years in 
order to amass the kind of 
statistics that are neces- 
sary to be considered Hall 
of Fame material. 

Such was the case for 
the four new inductees 
who officially entered the 
Brampton Sports Hall of 
Fame with a special cere- 
mony at their annual din- 
ner at the Rose Theatre on 
Tuesday night. 

The four inductees all 
displayed the typical cri- 
teria needed to be be- 
stowed with such an 
honor and those human 
qualities were mentioned 
numerous times by sev- 
eral speakers during the 
evening. 


Rob Taylor 
(Swimming), Michael 
Meeks (basketball), 


Michael Hasen (Lacrosse), 
Don Doan ( Community 
builder) and Dave Do- 
herty (Baseball Builder) 
were all on hand Tuesday 
to receive the accolades 
from the Hall of Fame 
staff and the praise of the 
several hundred people in 
attendance. 

Sportsnet’s broadcaster 
Evanka Osmak was the 
key note speaker and she 
tied the purpose and vi- 
sion of the hall together 
nicely with an account of 
her own career as a rising 
broadcaster seeking a 
dream. 

Originally born in New 
Jersey, Evanka moved to 
Ontario with her parents 
at an early age and was 
always a stand out in 
school particularly math. 
Her skills in the subject 
landed her at Queens Uni- 
versity to study civil engi- 
neering in which she 
eventually graduated and 
found work. 

After only two years in 
that career, she switched 
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out to take a four month 
course in broadcasting at 
Seneca/ York. 

She had a passion for 
sports, and she needed to 
follow that passion in 
order to find happiness 
and fulfilment in her 
work. 

Stints in Orillia covering 
local news, and two years 
working in Yuma, Arizona 
led her back to the Rogers 
Centre on a spring day in 
2006 to interview Ben 
Molina, the then-starting 
catcher for the Blue Jays. 

Turned out the years 
Osmak spent in Arizona 
made for a quick connec- 
tion with Molina, who had 
spent time in that city. 

The interview went well 
- so well, in fact, that 
Sportsnet made her an 
offer of employment that 
same year, and she has 
now been with the TV 
giant for 12 years. 

She was able to make a 
nice tie-in to the careers 
of the inductees, drawing 
analogies to every person 
who seeks to build a ca- 
reer and must weather 
the ups and downs to 
eventually find success. 

The evening was com- 
plete with a sumptuous 
buffet dinner, as well as 
an honour guard of the 
Brampton Fire Depart- 
ment who were led in by 
bag pipes as they brought 
the inductees to the stage 
in grand style. 

The Brampton Sports 
Hall of Fame has been op- 
erating for 39 years and 
has 187 inductees. 

The Brampton Sports 
Hall of Fame is located in 
the CAA center on 
Kennedy Road in Bramp- 
ton.. 

For more information 
on the Brampton Sports 
Hall of Fame, visit their 
website at 
brampton.ca/EN/resi- 
dents/Recreation/Sports 
HallOfFame/Pages/Wel- 
come.aspx 
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Car company returns as rally race sponsor 


Subaru Canada, Inc. has 
renewed its presenting 
sponsorship of the Cana- 
dian Rally Championship 
(CRC), the company an- 


nounced earlier this 
week. 
The car company, 


which has its offices lo- 
cated on Suffolk Court in 
Mississauga, said Tues- 
day that the two-year re- 
newal of their 
sponsorship is intended 
to strengthen the sport as 
a whole in Canada, and 
includes both rally pur- 
chase and contingency 
programs that will pro- 
vide financial support to 
current and aspiring rally 
participants in Canada. 

"Rally has long been — 
and continues to be — an 
important pillar of the 
Subaru brand, especially 
at the grassroots level," 
said SCI president, chair- 
man and CEO Yasushi 
Enami. 

"Tam excited to see our 
partnership with the CRC 


continue as well as to ex- 
tend these two important 
programs that will en- 
courage more people to 
get involved in the sport 
in Canada — and help 
them keep at it." 

A rebate program, 
which is open to Cana- 
dian residents holding 
current, valid Canadian 
Rally Championship li- 
cences, was also an- 
nounced, with a rebate 
available on any new 
Subaru vehicle for rally 
use. 

Approved applicants to 
the program will be pro- 
vided with a one-time re- 
bate of up to $10,000 off 
the purchase price of any 
new Subaru vehicle. 

For the 2019 season, 
the company also an- 
nounced that any regis- 
tered Subaru participants 
will be eligible for pay- 
outs for simply starting a 
national CRC event. 

Additional payouts will 
also be awarded for the 


top six Subaru finishers 
in every CRC event re- 
gardless of their overall 
finish, as well as every 
Subaru that finishes in 
the Top 6 overall. 

The company said in its 
statement that it will also 
provide payouts at the 


conclusion of the 2019 
CRC season for the top 
Subaru drivers. 
Administered by the 
Canadian Association of 
Rallysport (CARS), the of- 
ficial sanctioning body of 
the CRC, the optional 
contingency program is 


open to all Subaru entries 
regardless of home coun- 
try. 

"The Canadian Associa- 
tion of Rallysport appre- 
ciates the continued 
support of Subaru 
Canada," said CARS pres- 
ident John Hall. "The pro- 


grams provided really as- 
sist competitors and the 
events, and help create a 
vibrant Canadian Rally 
Championship that has a 
huge following amongst 
motorsport enthusiasts 
across the country." 
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The Impact of Concussions - A Follow-Up 


by Dr. Pat Graham 


The working definition 
used today for concussion is 
“a complex pathophysiologi- 
cal process affecting the 
brain, induced by traumatic 
biomechanical forces”. 

Some common symptoms 
often reported with concus- 
sive injuries include 
headaches, dizziness, nausea 
or vomiting, neck pain, loss 
of balance, poor coordina- 
tion, “Flashing lights”, 
blurred or double vision and 
many other symptoms. 

Unlike other sports injuries 
(like a fractured wrist or dis- 
located shoulder), nothing 
appears abnormal on stan- 
dard imaging studies like CT, 
or MRI. Instead, these imag- 
ing methods are used to rule 
out more severe trauma such 
as bleeding within the brain 
or skull or fractures of the 
skull or neck. We understand 
now, more than ever, that 
just because we can’t see the 
injury, it doesn’t mean that 
something’s not wrong. 

Current evidence suggests 
that the rapid stretch of 
nerve fibres within the brain 
during a concussive trauma 


results in the release of vari- 
ous neurotransmitters (sig- 
naling molecules within the 
brain), which trigger the ini- 
tiation of a complex neu- 
rometabolic pathway. 

Ultimately, an energy crisis 
ensues, and the brain is un- 
able to produce the energy 
required to sustain its normal 
processes. These changes 
take place within minutes of 
the injury and can last for 
hours or days before normal- 
ization occurs. 

It is thought to be this 
metabolic imbalance, along 
with other impaired physio- 
logical processes that con- 
tribute to the physical, 
cognitive, behavioural and 
emotional signs and symp- 
toms typically seen in a con- 
cussed individual. 

The majority of concus- 
sion-related symptoms are 
thought to resolve in a short 
timeframe (days to weeks); 
however, in some, symptoms 
may persist for months, in- 
cluding children, adolescents, 
players who have suffered 
multiple concussions in a 
close timeframe and others. 


Why some athletes seem to 
recover quickly and others do 
not remain unclear. Even 
when symptoms resolve 
quickly it is advisable that a 
proper gradual return-to- 
play protocol be carried out. 

The whole recovery process 
therefore may take upwards 
of 3-4 weeks (at minimum) 
to prevent premature return 
to sport. 

Post-concussion syndrome 
is a diagnostic term used 
when symptoms persist for 
several weeks and sometimes 
months after the injury. 

If your symptoms persist 
beyond 3-4 weeks, it is im- 
portant that you undergo 
proper medical assessment 
(or re-assessment) in order 
to receive the right education 
and management strategies 
for your condition. 

Second Impact Syndrome is 
a rare, but serious conse- 
quence of head trauma which 
results in rapid swelling of 
the brain - potentially lead- 
ing to severe disability or 
death. 

Controversy exists as to 
whether second impact syn- 


drome is a product of cumu- 
lative head trauma (when an 
athlete sustains a concussion 
while still suffering the ef- 
fects of a previous concus- 
sion), or if it is simply a 
product of a single, mild 
traumatic brain injury. 

Regardless of its cause, sec- 
ond impact syndrome is a se- 
vere consequence of head 
injuries in young athletes. 

There should be absolutely 
NO return to play while an 
athlete is displaying signs 
and symptoms of a concus- 
sion, regardless of the level of 
competition. 

The physiologically-altered 
brain is essentially weakened 
and less able to withstand or 
recover from a subsequent 
(though potentially mild) 
concussion. In this way, con- 
cussive injuries are thought 
to be cumulative, with pro- 
gressively less force required 
to induce trauma to the brain 
each time (when occurring in 
close temporal relation). 

The symptoms experienced 
may be completely dispro- 
portionate to the mechanism 
of injury. What would have 


been two “mild” head in- 
juries summate to form a 
more severe traumatic brain 
injury with longer lasting im- 
pairment. 

Athletes often minimize the 
severity of concussion-like 
symptoms, or do not report 
symptoms at all following 
head injury. This may be be- 
cause the athlete wants to 
continue playing and believes 
the symptoms are mild 
enough to play through. 

The athlete may believe 
having their “bell rung” is 
part of the game. In these sit- 
uations, often the athlete, 
parent, coach, or trainer does 
not realize the significant 
consequences of playing with 
a concussion. 

However, in general, when 
a concussion is identified 
early, managed properly, and 
return to sport is gradual, the 
risk to that athlete of sustain- 
ing a future concussion is not 
likely to be different. 

A useful rule of thumb to 
convey to athletes, parents, 
or coaches: If a player pres- 
ents with one of the symp- 
toms listed previously and 


has the mechanism of a head 
injury, treat it as a concus- 
sion. 

It is important to realize 
that the mechanism of injury 
may be subtler and not as ob- 
vious as a “big hit.” An ath- 
lete that is not acting 
normally, having difficulty 
remembering plays or fol- 
lowing instructions may have 
sustained an injury several 
hours previously. 

There should be absolutely 
NO return to play on the 
same day as the injury re- 
gardless of the level of ath- 
letic performance. 

Sideline concussion evalua- 
tions, which assess orienta- 
tion, concentration, and 
memory, help to determine 
how well the athlete’s brain 
is working. 

Stay tuned for more impor- 
tant articles about concus- 
sions. Thanks for checking in. 


Dr. Pat Graham 

BSc., DC. Chiropractor - 
Core Optimum Health Centre 

(416) 613-8110 

thinkcore.ca 


PDN May 16 (1), 2019 Layout 1 2019-05-16 4:37 AM Page 17 


~~ 2019 SCHEDULE 

HOME AWAY 
Sun May 26 Peterborough 7 pm Thurs May 30 at Peterborough 8 pm 
Thurs June 6 Oakville 8 pm Fri June 7 at Cobourg 8 pm 
Thurs June 13 Brooklin 8 pm Tue June 11 at Six Nations 8 pm 
Thurs June 27 Six Nations 8 pm ~ Thurs June 20 at Peterborough 8 pm 
Thurs July 4 Cobourg 8 pm Mon June 24 at Oakville 8 pm 
Thurs July 11 Peterborough 8 pm Wed July 3 at Brooklin 8 pm 
Thurs July 18 Cobourg 8 pm Mon July 8 at Oakville 8 pm 
Thurs July 25 Brooklin 8 pm Sun July 14 at Cobourg 6 pm 


Sun July 28 Oakville 7 pm Wed July 17 at Brooklin 8 pm 


ALL HOME GAMES ARE PLAYED SEASON TICKETS 
AT MEMORIAL ARENA AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 


LOVE THE BUG !! 


J 


BRAMPTON-EXCELSIOR-MAJOR-LACROSSE-CLUB MAJOREXCELSIORS @BramExcels MAJORS@EXCELSIORS.CLUB 


PDN May 16 (1), 2019 Layout 1 2019-05-16 4:37 AM Page 18 @) 


Races, World Records and Marriage Proposals 
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The 2019 Mississauga Marathon came to a close with new PBs, new World Records, and even a marriage proposal. The festivities 

included live music, a drum band, a live DJ, food, drinks, an all new Zen Zone and more for the thousands of runners, family and 
friends who attended the three-day event. The Novo Nordisk “Hazel” 5K, the MNP 10K and the 10K Student Relay took place on the 
Saturday, running through Port Credit and concluding along the scenic shores of Lake Ontario at Lakefront Promenade Park. 


Sunday hosted the full marathon, Pandora Square One half marathon and the Corporate Relay challenge. The sun was shining from 
the early get-go, and participants enjoyed a perfect day to go along with their new PBs. The Timbits 2K Fun Run/Walk took place at 
Hiawatha Park where over 1,000 kids had a chance to play games before partaking in their big run. Sunday saw Greg Read and 
Robert Laurin, hailing from Kitchener, ON break a Guinness World Record for the fastest half marathon in a two-person costume. The 
two men dressed up as lumberjacks and ran with a hand-made canoe around their waists in a time just shy of two hours to beat the 
previous record. The finish line also saw Damien Kelly and Brooke Harrison tie the knot! 


Start line announcers over the weekend included Scott Russell of CBC, Rachel Schoutsen from The Weather Network and Bob Weeks 
from TSN who kept all spectators updated on start times, key information, and top finishers throughout the entire 
weekend. (Submitted) 
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NEWS LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Tokyo Police Club to ring in Caledon Day in style 


One of Newmarket’s 
biggest exports is set to 
highlight the stage during 
one of Caledon’s biggest 
community festivals. 

Four-time JUNO winners 
Tokyo Police Club will be the 
headline act for the annual 
Caledon Day celebration, 
which will be taking place 
on Saturday, June 15 at the 
Caledon Civic Complex. 

A mainstay in the Cana- 
dian indie rock scene for the 
last 13 years, the band re- 
centl received a JUNO nom- 
intion for 2019 Alternative 
Album of the Year. 

They will cap off a series 
of performers at the signa- 
ture event, including coun- 
try rockers, family-friendly 
performers and much more. 

The event has become a 
signature in the community, 
attracting residents from 
across the GTA, Mayor Allan 
Thompson said earlier this 
week. 

“This is the best front-to- 
back program we have ever 
put together for Caledon 
Day,” said Thompson.who 
made the announcement. 

Main stage entertainment 
begins at 2 p.m., with Husky 
returning as this year’s 
sponsor. The afternoon will 
kick off with a performance 
for the whole family by 2019 
JUNO Nominees Sonshine & 
Broccoli, followed by 
Rhythmfoot, the next gener- 
ation of the renowned Leahy 


family, at 3 p.m. 

In celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of Woodstock, 
Creedence Clearwater Sur- 
vival will take the crowd 
back to a time of peace and 
love at 4 p.m., via a homage 
to the legendary John 
Fogerty. 

The evening is sure to get 
the crowd moving, with 
Toronto all-female 
funk/soul band Grace taking 
the stage at 5:30 p.m. 

Opening for Tokyo Police 
Club at 7 p.m. will be the alt- 
country outfit Blackie Jack- 
ett Jr., whose style has been 
described as “whiskey- 
drenched lyrics rolled up in 
a cloud of honky tonk 
smoke.” Blackie Jackett Jr. 
was born in the minds of 
Finger Eleven guitarists 
James Black and Rick Jackett 
and is beautifully balanced 
by the vocals of the Dolly-in- 
spired Sandra Dee. 

The evening will conclude 
with a highly anticipated 
fireworks grand finale. 

Fun Zones are also return- 
ing this year, bringing an as- 
sortment of activities for 
patrons young and old be- 
ginning at 2 p.m. 

The Kids Zone, hosted by 
EcoCaledon and the Caledon 
Parent-Child Centre, will 
allow participants to build a 
bird house, make natural 
crafts, try the Great Cana- 
dian Eco Puzzle and enjoy 
lots of games and activities. 


Children can also enjoy 
the thrilling Adrenaline 
Rush Inflatable Obstacle 
Course and the Gaming 
Trailer in the Youth Zone, 
along with thrilling demon- 
strations by first responders 
at the Safety Zone. 

Anew addition to this 
year’s festival is “Experience 
IT,” Caledon Public Library’s 
tech fair. Explore cutting- 
edge technology and learn 
about virtual reality, robot- 
ics, 3D printing and more 
during the festival. Discover 
the latest and greatest tech- 
nologies and get involved in 
interactive and hands-on 
demonstrations. 

Over 50 vendors, crafters 
and community organiza- 


Tokyo Police Club (Photo Courtesy of The Feldman Agency) 


tions will be showcasing 
their services and wares 
during the festival. 

In the evening, a special 
VIP section ticket is avail- 
able for purchase, with ex- 
cellent sightlines for the 
main stage, premium seat- 
ing and washroom facilities, 
a full service bar, snacks. 
Visitors to the festival can 
also enjoy domestic beer, 
wine and cider at the Beer 
Zone (proof of age re- 
quired). 

Free parking is available 
at the Caledon East Soccer 
Complex (after 3 p.m.) and 
the Caledon East Fire Hall 
Park, while premium park- 
ing is available at Caledon 
Town Hall for $5 per car. 


Established in 2008, the 
Caledon Day was originally 
created to celebrate the 
community’s heritage, his- 
tory and diversity. Since 
then, the event has grown 
into a fully-fledged festival, 
hosting multiple zones and 
activities and attracting 
over 50,000 visitors, friends 
and families. 

The festival is also tied in 
with the Cheers Caledon 
Craft Beer & Cider Festival, 
which runs the day before 
(Friday, June 14), and will 
see dozens of craft beer ar- 
tisans descend on the Town 
Hall Campus to showcase 
their brews. The Caledon 
Day suite of activities will 


also include the sold-out Ve- 


locity fundraising bike ride 
on Saturday. 

“Caledon Day is such a 
great community celebra- 
tion,” said Husky vice presi- 
dent of corporate services, 
Michael McKendry. “Husky 
is proud to call Caledon 
home, and we’re thrilled to 
support this event and help 
bring a great main stage 
line-up to the residents of 
Caledon and area.” 

The event will take place 
at the Civic Campus, located 
at 6215 Old Church Road. 
For more information, or to 
purchase a VIP ticket for the 
weekend, visit cheerscale- 
don.ca. 


Brampton celebrates literacy at school celebration 


More than 4,000 stu- 
dents and their favourite 
Canadian authors will 
fill Brampton's CAA Cen- 
tre this afternoon to cel- 
ebrate literacy during 
the annual Forest of 
Reading Celebration. 

Students across On- 
tario who participate in 
the Forest of Reading 
Program are encouraged 
by teacher-librarians to 
read books by Canadian 
authors for a variety of 
categories and vote for 
their favourites, and 


Brampton will be no ex- 
ception, with award- 
winning authors set to 
speak about their love of 
literacy. 

The event will bring to- 
gether enthusiastic stu- 
dents, educators and 
volunteers who have a 
passion for reading, said 
Peel District School 
Board instructional coor- 
dinator Anna Caravag- 
gio. 

“The celebration is the 
culmination of a year- 
long focus on reading 


Canadian literature," 
said Caravaggio. 

“(It) showcases the en- 
ergy and dedication that 
Peel students demon- 
strate towards reading 
and the strong connec- 
tion they have to the 
Canadian authors we are 
honoring, not to mention 
the incredible commit- 
ment of teachers and 
teacher-librarians that 
support the Forest of 
Reading Program." 

Students will learn the 
results of their votes as 


the winners of Silver 
Birch Express, Silver 
Birch Fiction, Silver 
Birch Non-Fiction and 
Red Maple Fiction cate- 
gories will be = an- 
nounced. 

The event will also fea- 
ture a number of 
renowned Canadian au- 
thors, including famed 
novelist Linwood Barclay 
(Chase), James Bow, 
Michelle Kadarusman 
(The Theory of Hum- 
mingbirds), Elizabeth 
MacLeod (Meet Viola 


Desmond), Catherine 
Rondina, Kevin 
Sylvester, Lorna Schultz 
Nicholson, Eric Walters 
and many more. 

The celebration will be 
hosted by Derek Forgie, a 
Toronto-based stand-up, 
sketch comedian and ac- 
tivist, and will feature 
student performances 
from Earnsclilffe and 
Ross Drive public 
schools. 

Other special perform- 
ances include Groove Ex- 
perience with Michelle 


Hillier and Yamo! Yamo! 
Greetings from West 
Africa with Fano Soro. 

The Forest of Reading 
is an annual program 
run by the Ontario Li- 
brary Association (OLA), 
with a focus on connect- 
ing students with great 
books by Canadian au- 
thors and getting them 
involved in their school 
library. 

It is the largest recre- 
ational reading program 
to encourage the love of 
reading for all ages. 
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Canadian Music Week honors Misssissauga rockers 
with coveted award 


by Lachman Balani 


The annual Canadian 
Music Week honoured Mis- 
sissauga’s very Own power 
trio, Triumph, with its 
highly esteemed “Legends of 
Live” award at a splendid af- 
fair held at Sheraton Hotel 
in Toronto on May 10. 

Triumph is classic rock 
royalty that has its roots in 
Mississauga in 1975, and is 
comprised of drummer Gil 
Moore, bassist and key- 
boardist Mike Levine and 
guitarist Rik Emmett. 


Laying it on the line, Gil 
Moore said during his award 
acceptance speech that, 
“Mike and I knew each other 
for a while, and invited Rik 
to join us in the spring of ‘75 
after hearing him perform 
at alocal tavern. A friend of 
mine who booked our shows 
suggested Triumph as one of 
the names for the band and 
when I informed Mike, he 
jumped on it. We rehearsed 
all summer and had our first 
show in the fall of ’75.” 


i | 


The Band’s Robbie Robertson 
(left), along with Triumph’s Gil 
Moore (right) during Canadian 
Music Week festivities. (Photos 

b ; lani 


Triumph went on to be- 
come one of Canada’s finest 
rock and roll bands, with a 
global reach and production 
of such hits as “Lay it on the 
Line”, “Magic Power”, “Ordi- 
nary Man”, “Fight the Good 
Fight” and more, including 
their legendary cover of 
“Rocky Mountain Way”. The 
band not only performed in 
schools and gymnasium 
courts, but also at huge are- 
nas in the U.S. and Canada. 

“My most memorable mo- 


ment was the U.S. festival in 
May 1983 over the Memorial 
Day weekend, with a crowd 
of 400,000 people in atten- 
dance,” chimed in Moore. 

Asked who his early influ- 
encers were, Moore didn’t 
miss a beat, exclaiming that 
Buddy Rich was “simply the 
best! My rock influencers 
were Ian Paice (Deep Pur- 
ple) and John Bonham (Led 
Zeppelin) .“ 

Besides Triumph’s honor- 
ing, the Canadian Music and 


Broadcast Industry Awards 
(CMBIA) Gala, the marquee 
evnet of Canadian Music 
Week, was held the night be- 
fore. 

Moore’s brainchild, The 
Metalworks' Insitute, a 
school for mentoring new 
musicians in Mississauga, 
received the Music School of 
the Year citation alongside 
Fanshawe College in Lon- 
don, Ontario. 

That same night, Robbie 
Robertson of The Band, who 
toured with Bob Dylan in 
their early days, was recog- 
nized with a _ Lifetime 
Achievement award for his 
contributions to music. 

Robertson also has the dis- 
tinction of having per- 
formed with other members 
of The Band at the fabled 
Woodstock festival in 1969, 
which is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary this year with a 
variety of celebrations, 
alongside a host of other 
granddaddy bands. 

Moreover, back in the day, 
Robertson was well known 
for writing the lyrics of the 
song “The Weight” and its 
opening lines: “I pulled into 
Nazareth, was feeling ‘bout 
half past dead...” 

CMBIA also honoured the 
late Gord Downie (The Trag- 


ically Hip) and Chanie Wen- 
jack Fund with the Allan 
Slaight Humanitarian Spirit 
award. Patrick Downie, 
Gord’s brother, showed up 
to accept the trophy. 

Several other well known 
personalities were  cele- 
brated at the gala, including 
Brother Jake Edwards, 
Carmela Laurignano, Guy 
Brouillard, Michael McCarty, 
Steve Herman and numer- 
ous more. 

The awards were punctu- 
ated with performances 
from Logan Staats, 54:40, 
Jonathan Butler, The Indige- 
nous Youth Hand Drum 
Group and the McCarty 
Band, featuring members of 
Billy Talent, Alexisonfire 
and Three Days Grace. 

Throughout Canadian 
Music Week, which ran from 
May 6 - 12, there were per- 
formances by a multitude of 
bands at more than 30 ven- 
ues, including Monarch Tav- 
ern, Horseshoe Tavern, Lee’s 
Palace, The Hideout and sev- 
eral more. 

This year’s spotlight was 
on music from South Africa, 
though bands from all over 
the globe were present, rep- 
resenting all genres. 


The founder of a long-run- 
ning creative dance studio, 
the driving force behind a 
local art performance festi- 
val and a long-time devoted 
volunteer in community 
theatre are just three of 
many winners who will be 
announced at the 25th an- 
nual Mississauga MARTY 
Awards, which take place 
next week at the Missis- 
sauga Convention Centre. 

The annual ceremony will 
celebrate its milestone an- 
niversary with an assort- 
ment of live entertainment, 
special presentations and 
more, including perform- 
ances by The Dreamboats, 
Rob Tardik, Alessia Cohle 
and much more. 

Heather Snell, who real- 
ized a groundbreaking cre- 
ative vision of the form of 
the multi-genre In Situ fes- 
tival, will be awarded the 
Laurie Pallett Patron of the 
Arts Award for 2019. 


Michael Buchert, the cre- 
ative and business leader of 
Theatre Unlimited Perform- 
ing Arts, will receive the 
Hazel McCallion Volunteer 
of the Year Award, while 
Lata Pada, the founder of 
Sampradays Dance Cre- 
ations, will be honored for a 
30-year career in award- 
winning dance productions 
with the Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award, which will be 
presented by Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. 

“It’s exciting to see who 
has created new artwork, 
songs, performances that 
we can’t forget, that say 
something about who we 
are as a city,” Mississauga 
Arts Council president Jean- 
nette Chau said earlier this 
week. 

The list of finalists for the 
awards include a who’s-who 
of performers, artists and 
talents, with categories 
ranging from emerging and 


established digital arts to 
literary arts, music groups, 
theatre arts, music vocals, 
Festival of the Year and 
much more. 

The awards have featured 
a long list of recognized tal- 
ents in the community over 
the years, including famed 
rockers Billy Talent, Missis- 
sauga novelist Robert J. 
Sawyer, famed pianist Oscar 
Peterson, among many oth- 
ers. 

Tickets are still available 
for the night, which includes 
networking and dinner. The 
event runs from 6:30 - 11 
p-m., with tickets running 
$90 each. Tables of 10 are 
also available. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, call the 
Mississauga Arts Council at 
(905) 615-4278 or visit mis- 
sissaugaartscouncil.com/the 
-martys. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Have you ever wondered 
how people took care of 
themselves before modern 
medicine was invented? 

Doctors practiced, but 
care and medicine were dif- 
ferent then. Drug stores 
weren’t full of all sorts of 
pills and capsules because 
so much of them weren’t in- 
vented yet. Medicine has 
changed over the last hun- 
dred years. 

Smallpox vaccine - early 
uses started with the Chi- 
nese (1499-1582) and then 
expanded to Africa and Eu- 
rope, and then into the 
Americas in late 1700s. In 
modern day, the vaccine has 
eradicated smallpox. 

In 1885, rabies vaccine 
helped to make an impact 
on human disease. More an- 
titoxins and vaccines were 
developed through the 
1930s against diphtheria, 
tetanus, anthrax, cholera, 
plague, typhoid, and tuber- 
culosis. 

The mid-1900s saw rapid 
development in vaccine re- 
search. Innovations in 
methods for growing 
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viruses in the lab led to dis- 
coveries which included the 
creation of polio vaccines. 
Other common vaccines 
such as measles, mumps, 
and rubella were developed 
and helped reduce child- 
hood diseases. 

For diabetes, the discov- 
ery of the role the pancreas 
played in producing insulin 
which was initially discov- 
ered in 1869 and then devel- 
oped through the years. In 
1922, the first injection of 
insulin was given to a 14 
year-old dying child in 
Toronto. 

In 1928, studies were 
being performed on an anti- 
bacterial agent called peni- 
cillin. It took till the 1940s 
before it was developed into 
a powdery form and then 
used. 

So many innovations have 
been discovered over the 
years to help us _ keep 
healthy and the discoveries 
keep coming. There is a 
plethora of medicinal prod- 
ucts out there, but each of 
them has a possibility of 
side effects which aren’t so 


good. 

How do we tell what is 
good and what isn’t? 

Nowadays, there are so 
many new types of thera- 
pies - or so we think. Here 
are a few of them. 

Acupuncture was _ first 
written about in 200 BC. It 
maps the body in meridians 
(like roadways) with pres- 
sure points along the merid- 
ians- any therapy that has 
pressure points is basically 
derived from acupuncture 
like acupressure, Shiatsu, 
reflexology, and tapping. 

Chiropractic history goes 
back to 1895 with the first 
reported spinal manipula- 
tion by D.D. Palmer, a 
teacher and grocer turned 
magnetic healer, in Daven- 
port, Iowa. Palmer claimed 
adjusting the spine is the 
cure for all diseases for the 
human race. 

Since its inception, chiro- 
prathy has been controver- 
sial amongst the established 
medical orthodoxy. In the 
1980s, spinal manipulation 
gained mainstream recogni- 
tion and has spurred ongo- 
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Health and Wellness - Everything Old is New Again 


ing collaboration into re- 
search of manipulative ther- 
apies and models of delivery 
of chiropractic care for 
musculoskeletal conditions 
in the mainstream health- 
care sector. 

Massage Culture appeared 
in Egypt and China between 
3000 and 2500 BCE; a form 
of massage emerged in 
India 3,000 BCE, possibly 
earlier; in China, texts doc- 
ument medical benefits 
2700 BCE; athletes and 
philosophers introduce 
massage to Greece between 
800 and 700 BCE; and 
monks bring massage ther- 
apy to Japan in 1000 BCE. 

The practice of using 
touch as a healing method 
derives from customs and 
techniques rooted in an- 
cient history. Civilizations 
in the East and West found 
that natural healing and 
massage could heal injuries, 
relieve pain, and prevent 
and cure illnesses. What’s 
more, it helped reduce 
stress and produce deep re- 
laxation. 

Massage therapy began as 


a sacred system of natural 
healing. However, cultural 
shifts rendered it a disrep- 
utable form of indulgence 
for extensive periods of his- 
tory. 

Massage has experienced 
a resurgence in modern 
times. Today, massage ther- 
apy stands as a highly re- 
spected holistic healing 
method practiced across the 
world. 

The origin of Reiki, a 
hands-on energy healing, 
can be traced back to an- 
cient Tibet, thousands of 
years ago. This technique 
was rediscovered in the late 
1800's - early 1900's by Dr. 
Mikao Usui of Japan. The 
tradition of Reiki was an 
oral one, and was passed on 
by master to master and 
student to student by word 
of mouth. 

Therapeutic Touch (TT), a 
hands-on energy healing, 
was developed by Dolores 
Krieger, PhD, RN and Dora 
Kunz in the 1970s. Krieger 
was a Professor of Nursing 
at New York University’s Di- 
vision of Nursing. 


Her friend Dora had expe- 
rienced unusual perceptual 
abilities since childhood, 
and had been following the 
use of laying-on of hands to 
treat the ill. TT stimulates 
the body’s own healing abil- 
ity, promotes relaxation, re- 
duces pain and decreases 
anxiety. 

It shows a positive effect 
on the immune system and 
accelerates the wound heal- 
ing. Nurses often use it pre- 
and post-operatively as a 
means of identifying and re- 
ducing the anxiety, stress 
and pain associated with 
the surgical process. 

It has been used with pre- 
mature babies, in child- 
birth, as well as with the 
dying to calm and reduce 
pain. Some Cancer hospices 
incorporate this healing 
modality in their locations. 

What a world of knowl- 
edge and history of what 
has been around for thou- 
sands of years. Nothing is 
really new anymore. 


Staying Sun Safe in Melanoma Awareness Month 


by Dr. J. Alex Coulson 


Ever had one of those horri- 
ble sunburns that turns bright 
red and everything makes it 
hurt? 

Well, that can be the first 
step in the development of 
skin cancer. 

May is known as Melanoma 
Awareness month and May 14 
was World Melanoma Day. In 
honor of Melanoma Awareness 
Month and World Melanoma 
Day, we want to give you some 
facts and tips to stay sun safe 
on these days and every other 
day. 

Skin cancer is caused by a 
cell’s DNA genes, which con- 
trol cell division and reproduc- 
tion, becoming damaged. The 
damaged genes cause the cell 
to divide and grow without 
control or order. In skin can- 
cer, it is also caused by overex- 
posure to ultraviolet (UV) 
radiation. 

Sunlight is made up of two 
types of harmful rays: long 
wave ultraviolet A (UVA) and 
short-wave ultraviolet B 
(UVB). The UVA rays pene- 
trate deep into the skin’s thick- 
est layer. The UVA rays aren’t 
as important to cancer because 
they are more responsible for 
wrinkles in the skin. It is the 
UVB rays which are related to 


sunburns and are the key in 
the development of skin can- 
cer. 

There are multiple types of 
skin cancer, although it is im- 
portant to be aware of 
Melanoma specifically, as it 
has the lowest survival rate of 
any other skin cancer. 

Luckily, it is also the least 
common, only accounting for 
1% of all skin cancers. When 
it comes to Melanoma, the 
skin’s pigment can play a key 
factor in the likelihood of de- 
veloping the disease. 

Due to its effect on the skin 
pigment, those with a lighter 
pigment can be up to 27 times 
more likely to get the disease 
than a darker pigment. 

Melanoma is also more com- 
mon to develop later in life due 
to having more accumulated 
hours in the sun and sun dam- 
age to the skin. 

By parents being proactive 
and sun safe with their chil- 
dren, they are helping their 
children’s future health. 

The most important sun safe 
time of the day is between the 
hours of 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. It is 
during that time that the rays 
will be the strongest. During 
that time period, it is a good 
idea to shade, wear a hat and 


use sunscreen to prevent get- 
ting a sunburn. 

Sunscreen can be one of the 
biggest sun safe contributors, 
as long as it is the right kind 
and used properly. Sun- 
screen’s ability to block the sun 
is measured in “Sun Protection 
Factors” (SPF). SPF are meas- 
ured by the amount of time it 
would take you to burn if you 
were not wearing sunscreen. 

It is a good idea to use at 
least SPF 30 equivalent to 
being outside for 30 minutes 
without sunscreen. It blocks 
97% of the UVB rays. 

Although SPF does not fol- 
low a linear line, an SPF 45 
only blocks 98% and there is 
no sunscreen that can block 
100% of all the UVB rays, no 
matter how high the SPF. 

It is also important that if 
you are playing in the water, 
you reapply every 40-80 min- 
utes, as even the best “Water- 
proof” sunscreens only last 
40-80 minutes before being 
washed off. 

We can get a sunburn every- 
where there is skin, so it is im- 
portant to ensure you put 
sunscreen to cover all exposed 
skin from the sun. People 
often forget about the scalp, 
ears, feet and hands. 


When it comes to skin can- 
cer or any cancers, one of the 
best factors in survival rate is 
early detection. When it comes 
skin cancer detection, it often 
starts as a mole. If you notice 
a new mole, it is important to 
follow the ABCDE rule to real- 
ize you need further evalua- 
tion. 

Asymmetry: You should be 
looking for any mole with ir- 
regular asymmetry. With the 
cells growing uncontrollably in 
cancer, it will often not make a 
symmetrical shape. 

Border: Similar to the asym- 
metry, the border will be irreg- 
ular and unsmooth. 

Colour: The colour of the 
mole should be uniform, and if 
not, that should be a red flag to 
go get it checked out. 

Diameter: Moles should not 
be greater that 6mm (head of 
a pencil eraser). 

Evolution: Monitor changes 
in size, shape and colour. 

One last thing to stay sun 
safe which effects most people 
in the winter more often, espe- 
cially in northern climates, is 
the tanning bed. 

Everyone wants to _ stay 
tanned in the winter, but with 
limited sun, they turn to a tan- 
ning bed. In 2009, the World 


Health Organization desig- 
nated tanning beds as a car- 
cinogen, similar to tobacco 
arsenic and asbestos. 

Also, first exposure to 
sun/tanning bed before age 35 
increases the risk of Melanoma 
by 75% and having only used 
a sun/tanning bed once in- 
creases the risk of Melanoma 
by 15%. My advice is to stay 
healthy and sun safe by avoid- 


a 


. 


ing the tanning bed at all costs. 

Thanks for checking in, and 
stay healthy and sun safe in 
May and all through the sum- 
mer! 


Dr. J. Alex Coulson, DC, 
MsHAPI. 

Chiropractor, Core Optimum 
Health Centre 

(416) 613-8110 

thinkcore.ca 
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y I Love The Earth, Part II 


by Vidya Gopaul 


This is the conclusion of an 
article printed in the May 2 
edition of Peel Weekly News: 


I previously compared 
Mother Earth to one single 
woman who has given birth 
to every type of life, including 
about seven billion human be- 
ings - and she will continue to 
do so for many millions of 
years to come. 

Out of those, we have great 
doctors, singers, engineers, 
leaders, musicians, scientists, 
artists and great farmers. 

My theory is this: that when 
God created the universe, he 
decided to give Earth the 
chance to have a civilization 
of any type. If Earth is able to 
talk, it would have easily 
given us the chronological de- 
tails how it did it and is doing 
it now. 

Nonetheless, studying the 
history of Earth from the past 
and present, I can say that it 
is not an easy task to create 
seven billion people, millions 
of types of animals, ants, flies 
and vegetation, and maintain 
them all year round. All is 
done in a perpetual manner 
and there is no guidance from 
anywhere, no manual to read 
and no Standard Operation 
Procedure (SOP) to follow. 

As the theory goes, it 
started from one piece of dust 
in the space and got bigger 
and bigger, via the Big Bang 
Theory, as scientists have 


claimed, or by creation, as the 
religious minds believe. 

Regardless of how Earth 
came into existence, the fact 
remains that it is supporting 
all types of life by reinventing 
itself quite often throughout 
the ages without anybody's 
help, assistance or guidance. 

It looks like our Mother 
Earth has a mind of her own. 
The beauty of all this is that it 
never complains or gets tired 
of anything! Here we human 
beings do a little bit of extra 
work, and we start complain- 
ing about tiredness, back 
pain, ask for help, moan, 
groan and complain just 
about everything. 

What I love about Mother 
Earth is that no “best of the 
best brain” or “genius of the 
genius” human being can cre- 
ate an entity as Earth with 
their super-duper computers. 

Humans have created the 
fastest, smartest and most 
powerful computers, robots, 
self-driving vehicles, comput- 
ers can create another com- 
puter and all types of 
automated instruments. 

Having been educated in 
Electronic Engineering Tech- 
nology and Computer Sci- 
ences, I am well informed 
about those products. How- 
ever, there is a flaw in these 
products and that is they con- 
stantly require human inputs 
and intervention in order to 
continuously operate. 


Our Mother Earth does not 
require any type input or in- 
tervention of any type for it to 
operate for ages and for mil- 
lions of years to come. It 
somehow manages its own 
affairs, balances its spread- 
sheets, protects us from sun's 
ultra violet lights by creating 
an ozone layer, has created 
rainforests for us to breathe 
oxygen, has built Arctic and 
Antarctic snow caps to pro- 
vide us water, and constantly 
churns the soil through vol- 
canic activities so that we can 
grow foods to eat. What an in- 
telligent and genius process 
this is! No human can match 
it; 

On the other hand, do you 
realize that Mother Earth has 
produced seven billion live 
walking intelligent computers 
- and continues to do so in 
thousands every day! It does 
not need to erect any manu- 
facturing building or machin- 
ery or hire engineers and 
scientists to design such com- 
puters. It does it naturally 
from materials found in the 
soil. 

And yes, the live intelligent 
computers I am referring to 
are our brains! Our brain is 
the most sophisticated and 
complicated computer ever 
designed, and even up to now, 
we have only understood and 
discovered ten percent of it. 
No human can ever design 
such live computers. 


Why I call our brains live 
computers is because, having 
a degree and diploma in Com- 
puter Sciences, I know that 
our brain behaves, acts and 
operates like a computer. 

Just like the computer, our 
brain has electrical wires, 
short and permanent memory 
storage, makes all kinds of 
calculations depending on the 
environment, calculates how 
fast or how slow your heart 
should beat, how your lungs 
should breathe, how to keep 
your body upright, what to 
eat and when, when to go to 
the bathroom, how to feel 
pain, regulates your blood 
temperature and pressure 
and much more. 

My theory is this - that if 
we can design a Universal Se- 
rial Bus (USB) that can be 
plugged into our brain, we 
will be easily download all 
kinds of information from our 
mind, good or bad, to a com- 
puter. This way, we do not 
need hypnotism to find out 
about our past, and we would 
not need lie-detectors to find 
out if a person is telling the 
truth or not. 

That would solve a lot of 
problems in the criminal jus- 
tice system. And that is why I 
love our Mother Earth - be- 
cause it is full of mysteries. 

As I have theorised above, 
all the planets including Earth 
are part of the solar system 
and they have been perfectly 


placed in the orbit of the sun 
and I believe that each planet 
takes a turn to sustain life. 

Having said that, Mercury 
and Venus already had their 
share of creating life, and at 
this moment, it is Earth's turn 
to provide life. 

In the future, maybe in mil- 
lions of years, that chance 
will given to Mars by switch- 
ing the rotation with Earth 
around the sun because it is 
the right distance from the 
sun to Earth to sustain life. 

I have a theory that the 
switch is already happening. 
How? Look at the climate 
changes that are happening: 
severe hurricanes, tornadoes 
in large quantities like never 
before are attacking United 
States of America; extreme 
temperatures in winter and 
summer that we have never 
experienced before; at the 
moment extreme heat is upon 
us from USA to Ontario, 
Canada; snow caps at the 
North and South poles are 
melting quite fast; flash 
flooding in every corner of 
the Earth are unheard of. 

All these are happening not 
because we are depleting the 
ozone layer, but because the 
earth is in the process of 
switching the rotation with 
Mars. I can guarantee you 
that no human force can de- 
stroy Mother Earth and we as 
human beings cannot go to 
Mars by spaceship as Elon 


Musk is trying to. 

We will go there through di- 
vine intervention in due time. 
You and I will not witness it. 
but our future generations 
will. 

So, the question remains to 
be answered very carefully: 
“What is there not to love 
about Earth?” 

I love Mother Earth because 
it always gives, gives, gives 
and takes nothing in return. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it suffers for us so much and 
yet does not complain. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it is so humble and noble and 
doesn’t ask anything from us. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it gives me a life. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it does not ask anything of 
me. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it teaches me how to be a 
humble and noble person. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it teaches me how to love and 
respect unconditionally. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it teaches me how to forgive. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it sacrifices a lot for all of us. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it teaches me the true mean- 
ing of sacrifice. 

I love Mother Earth because 
it is full of mysteries and the 
unknown. 


We must all love our 
Mother Earth! 


New exhibition brings “a touch of home” to museum 


What does home mean to 
you? 

In the case of Iranian- 
Canadian artist, Sophie 
Sabet, her idea of home 
takes a more personal and 
honest approach to under- 
standing it as both place 
and feeling. 

I Almost Didn’t Feel You 
Leave launches this week at 
Bradley Museum, and is an 
autobiographical exhibition 
that deals with the com- 
plexities of her Iranian- 
Canadian home. 

Sabet creates a space that 
looks at issues surrounding 
displacement and cultural 
frictions in an intimate set- 


ting. 
The solo exhibition will 
bring together Sabet's 


videos, still images and 
sculptural works. 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


Through these quiet and 
subtle portraits, Sabet 
traces the contradictory, 
difficult and sometimes 
painful ways that her fam- 
ily navigates their identity 
and diasporic realities. 
Sabet’s work also encour- 
ages visitors to see and feel 
the museum’s 1830s do- 
mestic setting with a differ- 
ent perspective. 

The exhibition runs from 
May 11 to June 16 at the 
Bradley Museum, which is 
located at 1620 Orr Road in 
Mississauga. Admission to 
the exhibition is free. 

For more information on 
, including hours, visit the 
exhibition website at cul- 
ture.mississauga.ca/event/ 
bradley-museum/sophie- 
sabet. 
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Youth Voice Collective aims to fill jobs in Caledon 


Are you struggling to fill 
job vacancies in your Cale- 
don-based business? You are 
not alone. 

Rural Ontario is aging, 
and the Town of Caledon is 
no exception. After they 
graduate from high school 
young working-age adults 
often leave Caledon in 


search of increased educa- 
tion and employment oppor- 
tunities. 

This loss poses a complex 
problem for local employers 
who are looking to fill job 
vacancies in a variety of sec- 
tors. 

Just look at online job 
postings: Currently, there 


are 107 entry-level jobs in 
Caledon. 

And yet, if you talk to 
young people in the commu- 
nity, many feel there are no 
meaningful employment op- 
portunities available to 
them. 

Caledon youth between 19 


and 29 years of age were re- 


cently surveyed to find out 
their mindset on the local 
job market: 

- 83% would like to find 
work in Caledon in the fu- 
ture. 

- 69% felt there is a lack of 
jobs in their desired job sec- 
tor in Caledon. 


- 44% think it is hard to 


} Hh 
j aint? 


find out about job opportu- 
nities in Caledon. 

- 78% have had to leave 
Caledon at some point in 
their young career for em- 
ployment or education pur- 
poses. 

A local organization called 
the Youth Voice Collective is 
looking to bridge the gap be- 
tween employers and youth. 

Their goal is to create sus- 
tainable solutions that result 
in a skilled workforce for 
employers and meaningful 
job opportunities for local 
youth. 

By increasing education 
and training in rural areas, 
communities experience a 
win-win: their youth find 
opportunity in their home 
community and employers 
tap into the skills, knowl- 
edge, and talents they need 
to thrive. 

To tackle issues surround- 
ing job vacancies and youth 
employment, stakeholders 
in the Caledon community 
have come together to form 
the Youth Voice Collective. 

The Youth Voice Collective 
brings together multiple 
stakeholders in and around 
Caledon who are committed 


to increasing youth employ- 
ment. 

The goal is to increase 
youth employment by 10% 
over 2018 benchmarks, by 
2025. 

The benefits are numer- 
ous: increasing employ- 
ment opportunities means 
that more young people will 
be able to stay in or return 
to Caledon as long-term res- 
idents. 

With sustainable jobs, the 
next generation will inject 
energy and resources into 
the economic and communal 
life of our community. 

Interested in joining the 
conversation? 

The Youth Voice Collective 
is currently seeking mem- 
bers from the Caledon busi- 
ness community. 

If you are interested in 
contributing to an action 
plan to fill job vacancies and 
increase youth employment 
within the Caledon commu- 
nity contact the Youth Voice 
Coordinator, Brittney Patton 
at _ brittney.patton@cale- 
don.ca, or 905-906-9065. 


Bee Friendly Program On Tap at Bread & Honey 


by Catherine Soplet 


At this year's Bread and 
Honey festival in 
Streetsville, you can pick 
up your Pollinator Promo 
Pack of wildflower seeds 
and help City of Missis- 
sauga get its Bee City 
Canada designation. 

The annual festival 
runs the weekend of 
May 31 at the Vic John- 
ston Arena, and will see 
tens of thousands de- 
scend on the village to 
enjoy the famous “sweet 
treat” of bread smoth- 
ered with honey.. 

The new initiative for 
2019, which was an- 
nounced by the city 
Wednesday, aligns with 
the recent rise in public 
interest to protect declin- 
ing populations of honey 
bees and other pollinator 
populations are impacted 
by plant and habitat loss 
and pesticide use. 
Monarch butterflies and 
birds are further im- 


pacted by human activity 
that has disrupted migra- 
tory patterns. 

In 2018, a hive for 5000 
bees was placed by 
Toronto-based aviary 
partner Alvéole on the 
rooftop of Mississauga 
City Hall, in support of 
urban agriculture and 
pollination of vegetation 
within the downtown 
core. Plants need to be 
pollinated to produce 
seeds and fruit. 

At City Council, a sam- 
ple jar of harvested 
honey was provided to 
councillors by arbourist 
Sarah Piett, Arbourist 
Acting Supervisor for 
Woodlands & Natural 
Areas. 

City staff is currently 
considering a_ possible 
sale of honey jars to raise 
funds for the United Way. 

“We have a lot of polli- 
nator projects, and proj- 
ects that support 


pollinator habitats, hap- 
pening within the com- 
munity. These include 
our One Million Trees 
program, our 13 pollina- 
tor and community gar- 
dens as well as_ the 
honeybee hive on the roof 
of City Hall. All of these 
help support pollinator 
health and __ habitat 
restoration,” said forestry 
manager Jessica Wiley at 
Wednesday’s meeting. 
“It’s important that we 
continue to create 
healthy pollinator habi- 
tats in Mississauga. Polli- 
nators provide an 
essential service to plants 
as they must be polli- 
nated to provide seeds 
and fruit. We encourage 
residents to create their 
own pollinator-friendly 
gardens at their homes.” 
There are currently 23 
Bee Cities across Canada, 
including Toronto, 
Guelph and Newmarket. 


The designation requires 
Council approval to take 
action to protect pollina- 
tors and their habitat. 
Mississauga has run 
such programs for some 
years. More than 333,000 
trees have been planted 
to meet 2032 target of 


the One Million Trees 
Mississauga _ initiative 
and 13 Community Polli- 
nator gardens have been 
planted with community 
partner EcoSource. 
National Pollinator 
Week takes place during 
the third week of June. 


Missisauga will use this 
week as a platform to cel- 
ebrate pollinators and 
share the work that is 
being done to protect 
them in Mississauga. 

For more information, 
visit beecitycanada.org. 
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